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ABSTRACT 


This study was undertaken in an attempt to ascertain whether or 
not ethnic group settlements have left distinctly recognizable imprints 
upon the landscape, Due to the impossible task of surveying all ethnic 
group settlements, it was found necessary to narrow the study to two 
specific groups - one French Canadian and one German, The specific 
groups studied were selected on the basis of having similar physical 
environments, similar settlement histories, and similar locational 
associations, 

The basic method used for obtaining information about the land- 
scape patterns was interviewing with the aid of a questionnaire, This 
was followed by an analysis of the gathered data and inquiry as to 
the causes of the resulting landscape patterns, 

It was found that on the whole the two ethnic group settlements 
studied have had little impact upon the landscape in the two study areas, 
for they have been responsible for the development of few distinctive 


features in the landscape, 
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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT AND BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM 
DIVERSE ORIGINS OF THE POPULATION 


The evolution of population patterns and their resulting imprint 
upon the landscape in Central Alberta is comparatively recent, for it 
was not until the 1890s that this portion of the prairie provinces 
received more than a few permanent devices = Since the population 
has increased to the extent that Central Alberta has both the largest 
city in Alberta and the greatest rural population density in the prov- 
ince. According to the 1961 census, 410,679 persons resided in Census 
Division 11. When this population is viewed from the aspect of ‘racial 
origin,’ it is discovered that only 180,568 persons are of British 
Origin, the remainder being mainly of European origins. The distri- 
bution is shown in Table I. 

Diversity in ethnic origin is not something new - it has been 


present ever since the Northwest Territories began to receive permanent 


tthe term Central Alberta refers here specifically to Census 
Division 11 in Alberta as described by the 1961 Census of Canada, It 
is located in and around the city of Edmonton, It includes the counties 
of Leduc, Strathcona, Stony Plain, Wetaskiwin and Sturgeon, Improvement 
District 77, and the city of Edmonton, The two areas examined inten- 
sively in this study are located in the counties of Leduc and Stony 
Plain which are both census sub-divisions., 


-the term ‘racial origin' is used here because it is the 
official. term used in the Census of Canada. Its use will not be 
repeated in the study as the term ‘ethnic origin’ is more applicable. 
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TABLE I - POPULATION BY RACIAL ORIGIN - 


British Isles 
French 
Austrian 

Czech & Slovak 
Finnish 

German 
Hungarian 
Italian 

Jewish 
Netherlands 
Polish 

Russian 
Scandinavian 
Ukrainian 
Other European 
Chinese 
Japanese 

Other Asiatic 
Indian & Eskimo 
Negro 

Other 


Total 


Division. 1) 


180,568 
28, 836 
6,501 
fad L 
894 
p/,912 
4,292 
4,394 
1,944 
16,140 
15,419 
Ss, 654 
23,810 
43,601 
8,107 
2,070 
298 
862 

35 704 
643 
4,885 


410,679 


Source: Census of Canada, 1961, 


Table 38, ppi 3-4. 
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2,496 
4,581 
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12,096 
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34,963 
6,385 
L902 
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Vol. 1, Part 2, 


1961 


Division ll 
Less Edmonton 


Sf 15% 
6,915 
1,586 

405 
247 
19,385 
796 


98,835 


Table 37, ppjz5<26, 


A direct comparison of the above distribution of racial 


groups with the distribution during the time of early settlement is 


impossible due to large scale changes in the definition of the census 


divisions. 


Yet the beginning of the above pattern can be seen by 


examining some of the early census divisions which would now be located 


in Division 11 (see Table II). 


3Alberta was originally a part of the Northwest Territories which 
then included what were to be Alberta, Saskatchewan, 


present Northwest and Yukon Territories. 


Alberta became a separate province, 


Manitoba, and the 
It was not until 1905 that 
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At that time, persons from the British Isles were the most numerous 
with those of German and French descent composing the most common 
European groups, Later periods of immigration have added Scandinavian 
and Slavic elements to the population, 

The census figures for 1931 are perhaps more comparable to those of 
today because they represent a census division similar to the present one, 
and they were compiled after the major portion of immigration had occurred, 


TABLE III - POPULATION BY RACIAL ORIGIN - 1931 


Racial Groups Division 11 Edmonton 


English poe MS 26,/94 
Trish 15,000 10; 997 
Scottish 21,488 16,487 
Other English Ly 733 1,416 
French 8,413 3,654 
Austrian WARS 7 313 
Belgian Fo Zt 
Bulgarian 45 * 
Czech & Slovak 616 304 
Danish 1,006 * 
Dutch 1,706 1,098 
Finnish 101 68 
German 153,382 4,983 
Greek 247 * 
Hebrew Le th6 1,057 
Hungarian 560 Lb 
Icelandic LUE * 
Italian i WB 268 
Yugoslavic 179 * 
Lithuanian Bs wo * 
Norwegian 2,449 * 
Polish 4,079 1,643 
Roumanian tg 189 
Russian 1,887 562 
Swedish 2,820 2,861 
Ukrainian Wes PES Lr 625 
Other European L6Z 576 
Chinese 527 508 
Japanese 50 912 
Eskimo 3 * 
Indian 920 403 
Negro B52 * 
Various & Unspecified 99 529 
Total L267 31 79,188 


Source: Census of Canada,1931, Vol. II,Table 32, pp. 318-9, 
Table Ser PP. 476-77. i 2 
*Information not given Scandinavian Other Asiatic 


Fadien and Eskimo 
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During the early period of immigration, the presence of a population 
composed of persons of diverse origins was most noticeable, for enough 
time had not elapsed to allow recent immigrants to drop their homeland 
customs and adopt those of their new land. In addition, the constant 
presence Of newly arrived immigrants from the homeland brought fresh 
reminders of old country ways. With the relative decrease in immi- 
gration, homeland customs were not so strongly reinforced and time 
began to allow the processes of acculturation to become effective. Yet 
despite time and the fact that most persons today are second or third 
generation Canadians, cultural heritages are still retained by many. 

Such heritages are most noticeable in homogeneous ethnic settlements. 

In these areas, land has been passed down from generation to generation, 
Where once the original immigrant homesteader lived, a son or even a 
grandson is now found, This constant contact with persons of the same 
origin has not allowed customs, heritage, and language to be entirely 
forgotten. 

It is the purpose of this study to discern whether or not such groups 
of people who have remained somewhat culturally separate in homogeneous 
group settlements have developed distinctly recognizable landscape 
patterns, or if social, economic and environmental pressures and possi- 
bilities have led them to develop a pattern indistinguishable from other 
prairie settlers. Before considering this problem in detail, it is useful 
to know something of the history and causes of settlement patterns, 

PRAIRIE SETTLEMENT HISTORY 

Previous to the latter part of the nineteenth century the Canadian 

Prairies were known only to the indigenous population of Indians, Eski- 


mos and Metis, to the explorer, to the trapper and to the fur trader, 
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Before this time the impracticalities of permanent agricultural 
settlement appeared to be too great to surmount. An export staple to 
serve as an economic basis for population growth and low cost trans- 
port facilities connecting eastern Canada with the land west of the 
Laurentian shield were both Pickeinens Yet these two problems, 

which had to be met before settlement could follow, were being solved 
elsewhere, and it was to be only a matter of time before these solutions 
were transferred to the prairies. 

Wheat, the product to be used as the export staple, was being 
perfected in the mid-century by David Fife in Upper Canada, The wheat, 
which became known as Red Fife, was suited to the climate of the 
prairies which is susceptible to early frosts, for not only was it of 
good quality, but it was also early maturing. The maturation period 
required for Red Fife was from 115 to 125 days while the previously 
used Red River Settlement variety required from 125 to 145 storypente 
Thus the potential wheat growing country was greatly extended, 

An example of how to solve the transport problem was taking place 
in the western United States with the development of the railway land 
grant system. Observation of the success of the railway land policy 
there resulted in the adoption of similar policies in Canada. In 1868 


the Canadian government decided that settlement of the west was 


ary an elaboration of these ideas see: Isaiah Bowman, The Pioneer 
Fringe, American Geog. Society, New York, 1931, p. 146. 


ene Marton and Chester Martin, History of Prairie Settlement 
and the Dominion Lands. Policy, Macmillan Co., Toronto, T93S sy Pe oUe 


Centon! History of Prairie Settlement, 3S, p.y./70. 
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necessary if the country was to continue to develop and that this 
settlement could be achieved by providing transportation and by developing 
agricultural settlement possibilities. From this time, numerous policies 
were adopted to encourage settlement, The first big step was taken with 
the adoption of the 'Northwest Territories and Rupert's Land Act' which 
allowed for the transfer of these areas to the government of Canada,’ 

The government obtained this land with the idea that it be administered 

by the government for the purposes of the Dominion. The two significant 
results were the development of homesteading and railroads, 

With the acquisition of land, a railway to the Pacific to tie 
British Columbia to the east, to encourage settlement and to allow the 
export of agricultural produce was desired by the government, Action was 
begun in 1872 with the approval of an ‘Act Respecting the Canadian Pacific 
Railway’. With this act, the job of building the railway to the west 
was placed in the hands of private enterprise. A subsidy of $25,000,000 
and 25,000,000 acres of land over and above the roadway and station sites 
was weovidedy The land given to the company was to be odd numbered 
sections within twenty-four miles on each side of the railway, in so far 
as possible, The line was completed to the Pacific by 1885 and 1891 
brought the first railway to Edmonton, the Canadian Pacific branch line 
north from Calgary. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway received by far the largest land grant 
to a railway in Canada; however, nearly one dozen smaller grants were 


ee EEE 


7Rupert's Land was the area of the Hudsons Bay watershed, 


Pioheete History of Prairie Settlement, 1938, p. 5/. 
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made, adding another 12,000,000 acres of land to the railway land grant 
system in Canada, The large grant given to the Canadian Pacific made 
it a most potent immigration agency. Indeed, it served this purpose by 
actively campaigning for settlers, for settlement on the railway land 
grants meant the development of railway trade. Yet it was a two-way 
proposition, for the settler also needed the railway for support. 
Without it, his living would be poor, for produce could not be marketed, 
Such were the advantages of the railway that not only did settlement 
follow it, but it often progressed slightly ahead of it in anticipation 
Or Pts ‘arrival. 

Homesteading was initiated with the passage of the Dominion Lands 
Act in 1872 which stimulated population growth by allowing persons of 
little means to acquire agricultural land, By the terms of the act, 
any person over 21 years of age could apply for one quarter-section of 
land in an even numbered section for a nominal fee of ten dollars to be 
paid to the local land office. At the end of three years,title to the 
land could be obtained provided a stipulated portion of the land was 
cultivated and buildings were Geoune. The homesteading law was to be 
altered numerous times within the next fifty years, but nevertheless the 
predominant trend would remain, the government was encouraging settle- 
ment on essentially free land so long as there was cultivable land 
available. 


It was realized that the homestead act and the railways needed to 


“Carl Dawson, Pioneering in the Prairie Provinces: the Social Side 


of the, Settlement, Macmillan, Toronto, 1936, p. 12. 
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be supplemented by an active campaign to encourage settlement. This cam- 
paign was especially emphasized outside the borders of Canada, for 
eastern Canada alone could not fulfill the demand for settlers. The 
oscillating economic conditions in Europe were continuing to harass the 
poor, and these persons were responsive to the idea of immigration with 
the hope of finding better lives for themselves and of providing a 
brighter future for their children. In June of the same year that the 
homestead and railway acts were passed, another act was approved, this 
time to assist immigration by providing the machinery for the formation 
of immigration districts, agents, and aid eheieeiees The societies 
attempted in numerous ways to assist the immigrant, but due to lack of 
support and funds, their contribution was often negligible. A more 
important aid came with the appointment of Clifford Sifton to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior in 1896. His active campaign for the encouragement 
of immigration proved most successful "for the major part of the settlers 
were not coming in under artificial schemes but on their own initiative 
aroused by the many pamphlets issued by the government and by eeeeest 
With these forces working for it, permanent agricultural settle- 
ment was able to progress so that by 1901 there was already a notice- 
able increase in the prairies in acreages of cultivated land per person, 
This is illustrated in Table IV. Settlement has continued from that 
point to where today Central Alberta has the greatest rural population 


density in Alberta, 


Me veee, History of Prairie Settlement, LSSSsuped 582 
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TABLE IV - POPULATION AND LAND UNDER CULTIVATION IN THE PRESENT 
AREA OF MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN, AND ALBERTA, 1831-1901 


Vea pasniacten Laue Under Culti- Acres per 
vation - acres Capita 
#21831 Fain pS LW) 2; 02 =o 
* 1835 3,649 33 304 1.0 
* 1840 4,704 O04 L 72 
* 1846 4,871 5, 380 Tek 
* 1849 ge 6,392 1-2 
* 1856 6,691 8, 806 Kae 
* S71 E2225 - - 
+ 1871 734220 - - 
+ 1881 122,400 279,249 Led 
** 1891 rd Mae is 1,428, 884 Sheol, 
++ 1901 Blas Paw 8 6s 5, 3992, 001. jue ge | 


* Census of Canada - 1870-71, Vol. IV 

+ Census of Canada - 1880-81, Vol. III 

** Census of Canada - 1890-91, Vol. II 
++ Census of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, 1926 


Source: W,A, Mackintosh, Prairie Settlement: The Geographical 
petting, Macmillan, Toronto, 1934, p. 2. 


PHENOMENA OF GROUP SETTLEMENT 

Settlement patterns which evolved during the opening of the prairies 
for permanent occupance are still present today. The majority of the 
people entered and homesteaded on their own initiative. Settlement in 
this manner resulted in heterogeneous communities composed of persons 
of varying backgrounds. 

Also much in evidence are group settlements composed of persons of 
one ethnic group. Ethnic groups may be differentiated on the basis of 
language, religion, relationship to a geographical locale, nationality, 
physical appearance or any combination of ae ee The government, the 


railroads, and the immigration societies all contributed to the formation 


Lebaua Horton, Sociology, McGraw-Hill, New York, 1964, p. 383. 
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ethnic group settlement on the prairies, for they often sponsored the 
movement of the whole or part of a community to the new country and 
located the immigrants in a group settlement, Once such a group becomes 
established, it frequently acts like a magnet in the drawing of other 
foreigners of the same ethnic background to join the settlement. This 
may happen in one of two ways. Either the immigrant is sought out by 
those of his own group, or after his arrival,he seeks those like himself, 
If he is sought, it is usually by means of letters from those in the 
new country encouraging him to immigrate by describing the better life 
to be found. If he seeks others like himself, it is because of a belief 
that he will feel more at home and get along better with those persons 
who have similar customs, language, religion and origin, Such a pull 
is especially strong for the immigrant whose native language is not 
normally spoken in the new land. This tendency of the original settle- 
ment to enlarge by these processes has been in a large part responsible 
for the presence today of large group settlements in the prairies, Map 
I shows the extent to which homogeneous group settlements developed on 
the prairies, (All maps are at the back of the thesis, following the 
appendices, ) 
DISCUSSION OF THE STUDY PROBLEM 

Although group settlements have been studied from historical, 
economic, and sociological viewpoints, little attempt has been made to 
determine the impact of these groups upon the landscape (see Appendix A 
for a discussion of the term landscape). In a region such as_ the prairie 
provinces in which ethnic group settlements are an integral part of the 
usual settlement pattern, it would appear possible for a revealing study 


of their effect upon the landscape to be made, It seems likely that a 
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study at this particular point in the history of the prairies would be 
especially beneficial, “forthe majority*of the families are of the 
second generation and thus an indication of their impact through time 
might be seen, At this point, ethnic group settlements have had time 
to sdstadiate into the surrounding culture, but they have not been here 
long enough to lose all of their ethnic distinctiveness. 

The prairies are thought by many to be a monotonous repetition of 
the same pattern. It is for this reason that the effect upon landscape 
is being emphasized, for it is felt that although major differences in 
the landscape are not apparent, minor ones may be discernable, In a study 
of this type, it is impossible to deal with all aspects of the landscape, 
thus it has been mandatory to select specific features for closer obser- 
vation. Two groups of items have been chosen for study: features which 
reflect cultural background, and items which reflect man's use of the 
land, In this manner a picture is obtained of whether or not certain 
historical affiliations have been retained and of whether or not various 
ethnic groups use the land in distinct ways. On this basis, the main 
items chosen for study are churches, schools, crops, animals, gardens, 
buildings and architecture, and machinery. In addition, the languages 
currently spoken by the people were studied, fis language is an integral 
part of the definition of the ethnic groups. 

Just as it is impossible to deal with all landscape features, it is 
also impossible to deal with all ethnic groups, For the purpose of this 
study, the number of groups studied has been limited to two so that a 
detailed picture of them might be obtained, The two rural communities 


studied are the Stony Plain - Spruce Grove community consisting of resi- 
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dents of Germanic origin, and a French Canadian group centered on the 
village of Beaumont, See Map II for their locations, 

When making the study, an attempt was made to control as many 
variables as possible so that the ethnic influence could be most easily 
discerned, In order to accomplish this, certain criteria were established, 
It is hoped that by following these criteria the groups will vary as 
little as possible in all respects except that of ethnic origin, Environ- 
mental characteristics of the selected areas are comparable with respect 
to relief, soil, vegetation, and climate, These features are discussed 
in detail in Chapter II, An attempt was also made to select areas with 
similar settlement histories and locational characteristics, Both study 
areas began with the migration of a group of people, both were settled 
at similar dates and in neither case had the land been previously occupied. 
In addition, the ethnic composition of the two areas has not changed 
greatly since the time of settlement. The distance from Edmonton to the 
towns of Stony Plain and Beaumont is seventeen and thirteen miles res- 
pectively. Both study areas are easily accessible by road and by rail. 
Thus it was hoped that the influence of the city of Edmonton on each area 
would be comparable, However, it was later suggested to the author that 
the location of the agricultural processing plants in the eastern portion 
of the city tended to give the city a greater influence over Beaumont 
than Stony Plain, 

The idea of using a control group (a group with the same character- 
istics as described above but with a typical Canadian cultural background) 
was considered, but rejected due to the impossible task of defining what 
a normal Canadian group in this part of Alberta would be. As seen by 
Table I, the racial origins in the area are diverse, Furthermore, no 
group has resided here significantly longer than any other group, Thus 


there is no sizeable group which could be called typically Canadian, An 
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average control group would have to be a mixture of peoples of various 
Origins. Ihe use of a mixed group is not satisfactory as a control. 
METHODS USED IN THE STUDY 

Methods used in the gathering of information about the landscape in 
the study areas consisted of the study of maps, ground and air photographs, 
of the use of any written material which was applicable, and of the use 
of questionnaires, interviews, and field observations. Maps and air 
photos were mainly utilized to study the 'lay of the land' and the 
arrangement of landscape uses and other features, Extensive use was made 
of ground photos in the comparison of architectural features and for the 
study of visual impressions. 

Written information about landscape patterns, as this thesis con- 
siders them, was scanty. However, information concerning settlement 
history and the physical background of the areas was abundant and most 
useful. Histories of the two groups published by local churches proved 
especially beneficial. 

The main body of information was gathered by questionnaires and 
interviews. As the response to the returning of questionnaires by mail 
proved poor, personal interviews were conducted with the aid of the 
Piece. After the questionnaire was completed, any further 
information needed about the answers given or field observation was 
obtained, A copy of the questionnaire and a discussion of its value 
may be found in Appendix B. The number of persons interviewed in the 
two areas varied; Stony Plain is larger, thus more interviews were 
required for a sample equivalent to that of the Beaumont area, The 
selection of the sample choices was based upon a knowledge of the 


history of settlement in the areas, The core areas of the settlements 


l3Replies by mail averaged 17 per cent and 23 per cent respectively 
for Stony Plain and Beaumont. Replies to personal interviews averaged 95 
per cent for Stony Plain and 100 per cent for Beaumont, 
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(those portions having the oldest and most highly concentrated ethnic 
group settlement) were sampled the most intensively. Outward from this, 
the sampling became less intensive; however, an attempt was made to inter- 
view a representative number of persons from every part of the settlements, 
Maps VIII and X show the locations of the sampled farms, 

Interviews were also conducted among persons long associated with 
each rural community, with the clergy, and with various persons connected 
ee the field of agriculture. The clergy, original settlers, and district 
agriculturalists proved most helpful. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY METHODS 

As mentioned, the study was hampered by the lack of written material 
on the subject, for little was available for use as a basis of comparison 
or as a methodological guide, Available periodicals were scanned for 
related material. None dealing directly with the effect of ethnic group 
settlements on rural landscapes was found. Related studies which were 
most useful dealt with either characteristics of particular ethnic communi- 
ties or studies of specific features in the landscape such as fence or 
house types. However, such studies helped little other than to provide 
general ideas, 

The main limitation resulting from the methods used, arises from 
the nature of the study itself. In a study of this type, it is impossible 
to control all conceivable variables. It is not possible, for example, 
to find two areas so similar that every single outside influence over 
them within the past seventy years has been identical. In order to 
compensate for such factors, specific inquiry into a particular problem 
has often been necessary. It is hoped that these specific inquiries 
into special problems have been able to offset the impossible task of 


controlling all variables. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE PHYSICAL BASIS 


Physical factors have an important role to play in the evolution 
of rural landscapes. They maintain a special significance in an area 
such as the one surrounding Edmonton which is under the influence of 
marginal climatic conditions for agriculture and where the population 
pressure is not great enough to demand extreme agricultural int@msifi- 
cation, Since this study is oriented toward the rural landscape, the 
discussion will emphasize the influence of the physical factors upon 
agricultural potential, 

PHYSICAL BACKGROUND OF CENTRAL ALBERTA 

Central Alberta, in which the study areas are found, has one of 
the best possible combinations of climate, physiography and soils suit- 
able for agriculture which can be found in the prairie provinces, 

1. Relief and Drainage 

Elevations in Central Alberta, ranging from 2000 feet to 2400 feet 
are slightly lower than those normally associated with the western por- 
tion of the prairies. The range in elevations would be even less were 
it not for the deep incision of streams, For example, the valley of the 
North Saskatchewan River, two hundred feet in depth, accounts for a con- 
siderable share of the relief in Central Alberta, Yet as elsewhere in 
the prairies, relief between stream valleys is generally low, As 


described by the Alberta Soil Survey, relief, outside of the main river 
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valleys, ranges from level to gently Hebiiman The low relief results 
from both glacial and post-glacial processes. With the exception of till 
moraines, glacial deposits of till and lacustrine materials inherently 
have low relief as they tend to fill up the low spots and level off the 
higher ones, In addition, pro-glacial and post-glacial deposition by 
wind and water has modified slopes so that most (with the exception of 
isolated sand dunes) are long and smooth, The low relief is a boon for 
the agriculturalist as most of the land can easily be worked, and except 
along the steep banks of the North Saskatchewan River, erosion is not a 
serious problem. See Appendix C for a detailed discussion on geomorphology, 
As water supplies originating in the prairies are relatively small, 
the larger rivers rising in the mountains are especially important for 
providing water to the prairies for domestic and industrial uses as well 
as for power and for irrigation, The North Saskatchewan River, with its 
headwaters in the Rockies, is the major stream draining Central Alberta, 
From here it continues eastward across the prairies eventually emptying 
into Hudson Bay by way of Lake Winnipeg and the Nelson River, A111 
streams in the central Alberta plains empty into the North Saskatchewan; 
however, as might be expected local tributaries are small. Two minor 
contributors are the Sturgeon River coming in from the north and White- 
mud Creek entering from the south, Map II shows the relationship of 
the study areas to the North Saskatchewan River and its tributaries. 
Shallow lakes and sloughs are common, but add little to stream flow as 


most evaporate during the long summer days. Sloughs frequently influence 


‘W.E. Bowser, et al, Soil Survey of the Edmonton Sheet, University 
of Alberta and Canada Dept. of Agriculture, Edmonton, 1962, Map 83 H, 


West Half, Province of Alberta. 
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the agricultural pattern as their presence inhibits the cultivation of 
the land and inconveniences the farmer by forcing him to work around 
them, The result is that low-lying land often needs to be drained in 
order to provide maximum agricultural use. Maps III and VI depict the 
drainage patterns within the two areas, showing especially the lack of 
major and permanent water bodies and the presence of many intermittent 
sloughs. (see photo i) 
2. Vegetation and Soils 

Vegetation is believed originally to have been parkland prairie 
with poplar being the dominant tree species and Festuca scabrella being 
the dominant grass Rear ¢ This particular district, being near the 
northern border of the parkland area, appears to have been covered by 
larger areas of bush than might normally be associated with parkland 
vegetation, for parkland areas grade into woodland areas on the northern 
side, Both the bushland and the grassland proved helpful to the settler. 
Early settlers frequently describe how they were attracted to bush 
covered areas because of the availability of wood for building and for 
firewood, The bushland indeed did make the wooden barn and the frame 
house a familiar site. However, old timers often go on to say that 
they wish their choice had been otherwise for the bush cover slowed 
down and made more difficult the work of clearing the land and estab- 
lishing the farm, It was not long before these people realized that 
the grassland was advantageous not only for its ease of preparation of 
the land for cultivation, but also for the presence of the fescue 


grasses which were useful for grazing. (see photo ii) 


oa Hh Moss, "The Vegetation of Alberta," The Botanical Review, 
Volvos We Non 9, Nowe 1955. pp. 510-14. 
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i. Typical grove of trees in the "Parkland". Trem- 
bling aspen are dominant. Note the tall grasses in 
the foreground, 


ii. One of the many sloughs in the undulating gla- 
ciated terrain. 
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Today, little of the original vegetation remains for almost all 
of the grassland and most of the bushland has been cleared for culti- 
vation. A few scattered areas of bush are found around the farmsteads, 
in areas of high relief or around sloughs, lakes, and along streams. 
These remaining vegetative associations are significant as they may act 
as indicators of soil texture and moistness. For example, of the two 
types of poplar common in the area, aspen (Populus tremuloides) favors 
the drier locations, while the balsam (Populus balsamifera) tends to- 
ward the wetter sites. Both, however, require more moisture than is 
available from precipitation, with added moisture being obtained from 
drifting snow, surface run-off or ground water, Often found in associ- 
ation with the poplars is the black spruce (Picea mariana) which enjoys 
even more moist sites than the balsam and is frequently found around 
sloughs or bogs or at the base of sand hills. Scattered bog areas of 
peat and muskeg can be found, and land use for cultivation, grazing, 
and building are inhibited, 

Closely related to the relief, drainage, and vegetation patterns, 
and of extreme importance to the farmer, are the soil patterns, Soil 
parent material is of glacial origin varying in manner of deposition 
so as to include till, lacustrine, and outwash danesteai? The surface 
material varies in texture from clay to silt with a few scattered sand 
deposits. Large areas of clays are slowly permeable, providing for 
more run-off or loss of more water than might be desired. By the same 


token, that water which does penetrate the soil is well retained. 


poeert Soil, Survey, 1962, p._L/. 
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Scattered throughout the finer materials are erratics with which the 
farmer still has to contend even after sixty years of cultivation, 

Fertile chernozemic soils are developed under a cover of mixed 
grass and woodland and in a climatic zone where rainfall is sufficient 
for crops but is not great enough to cause excessive leaching, These 
soils are characterized by a black to very dark brown surface layer 
averaging twelve to fourteen inches in depth. This grades down into 
the dark brown to brown compact B horizon, The lime horizon or cal- 
cium concentration is found at twenty-four to forty aeea These 
soils are the most fertile in Alberta, for inherently they contained 
three to four times as much nitrogen and organic material as other soils 
in the province. However, the approximately sixty years of cultivation 
has created a deficiency of readily available plant nutrients, and 
chemical fertilizers are now often needed to replenish lost nitrogen 
and phosphorus, With the application of these nutrients, the land may 
be classed as good to excellently arable providing slope is not a 
problem, 

Pockets of podsolic and solonetzic soils may be found in Central 
Alberta, but only areas in which chernozems predominate have been used 
in, this study, 

3. Climate 
While average weather conditions in the province are favorable, 


major deviations occur frequently enough that they must be taken into 


Mao Soil Zones of Alberta, Research Council of Alberta, 1962, 
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ETT PST Te Thus the farmer must always be aware of the abnormal 
as well as of the normal, 

The climate, derived from the interior location of the prairies, 
is continental with a typical wide range in temperature, Temperatures 
during the summer (May to September) average 56.9 degrees with July, 
the warmest month, having an average of 63.1 degrees. The winter mean 
(November to March) is 15.9 degrees with February averaging 11.2 depes, = 
(see Table V) Fortunately for the farmer, mean monthly temperatures do 
not as frequently depart from the long term mean during the summer as 
during the winter, Thus the farmer can count on the more reliable 


TABLE V - CLIMATIC SUMMARY FOR EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


Air Temperatures Precipitation 


Mean Mean Max, Mean Min, Mean Amount 

°F ce oe in, 
Jan. 6.6 | eee -2.0 0.95 
Feb, “DES: 2033 23.0 Dake 
Mar, 22. $2.0 1 3Be 0. 83 
Apr. 8955 50.0 28.9 1716 
May o2. 1 63,6 40.5 1.03 
June 57a 68.5 47.0 Ba15 
July 6341 74,4 nui, 3. 34 
Aug, 60.0 died 48.6 2250 
Sept, 12 62.6 40.4 Loo 
Octh Ghee bi. 6 306d 0.90 
Nov. 2425 a2¢2 16,6 0. 88 
Dec, 13243 21:0 ond 0a99 
Year 36.9 46.8 26.9 18. 64 


source: Canada, Dept. of Transport, Met, Branch, Meteorological 
Summary 1963 Long Term Records 1881-1963, Edmonton, Alberta, p. l/. 


AE VES iee of Alberta, The Alberta Farm Guide, 1963, p. 5. 


Gansta) Dept. of Transport, Meteorological Branch, Meteorological 
Summary 1963, Long Term Records 1881-1963, Edmonton, Alberta, p. 1/7. 
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temperatures at a time when he most needs them, However, it is noted 
that variability is more likely during the crucial months of spring when 
growth is young than in the autumn, 

More important for determining suitability for plant growth are the 
growing season and the available degree days, The growing season, cal- 
culated on a mean daily temperature base of 42 degrees, averages about 
175 daysrintithi's dene f Degree days are perhaps more crucial as they 
refer to the actual amount of heat available for plant growth. They are 
calculated by keeping a cumulative account of the daily rises in temp- 
erature above 42 degrees. Supposing each day of a 30-day month had a 
mean temperature of 62 degrees, the month would have 600 degree days 
(62-42) (30) = 600. Forty-two degrees is used as the base temperature 
for it is the temperature at which plant growth is normally considered 
to become active, Edmonton receives a total of 2210 degree days. 

The frost free season is shorter than the growing season, for a 
day may have both frost and an average temperature above 42 degrees, 

It averages 100 days varying from 44 to 144 days in extreme cases as 
compared to the 175 day average growing LO The last week of May 
and the first week of September mark the usual beginning and end of the 
frost free period, Variability of the frost-free period is shown in 


Table VI. 


i ee soil. Survey, 1962, p.. 12. 


mareaciey Prairie Provinces Frost Free Season, 1954, Table I. 


"Canada Dept, of Transport, Climatic Studies, Frost Data, Vol. 
iiieaG,c.. Boughnner, K,Ws Longley, MK, Thomas, Toronto, 1956, p. 25. 
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TABLE VI - VARIABILITY OF FROST 
OCCURRENCE, EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


Spring Fall 
Earliest Date April 29 August 8 
25 Percentile May 22 August 28 
Median Date June 1 September 7 
7) Percentile June 9 September 12 
Latest Date July 2 October 7 


Source: B.W, Currie, Prairie Provinces and Northwest 


Territories Vegetative and Frost Free Seasons, U. of Sask., 
van, 1054, Table 3, 


Rainfall availability and frost occurrence limit the importance of 
the accumulated number of degree days and limit the length of the grow- 
ing season, Rainfall in the late summer negates degree days by pre- 
venting the use of these days for plant ripening, Late frost in the 
spring or early frost in the fall, if killing, may likewise make useless 
available degree days. 

Precipitation is of extreme importance to any farmer and is 
especially important here as it tends to be both marginal and variable, 
Precipitation over the last seventy-five years in Edmonton has averaged 
EPpy 5 upehen s with extremes of 8,2 inches in 1889 and 27.8 inches in 

11 


LI00: Seventy-five per cent of the time precipitation has been 


1 
within the range of 14 inches to 21 inches. 


Teroem S0i-1~-Surveys—19-62;—p;—12. 


ED gdh: Laycock, "The Evaluation of Lakes in the Edmonton Area for 
Recreational Purposes," 1963, unpublished, p. 1. 


RRO porl Survey, 1962, p. 12. 
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Since the potential evaporation is greater than the precipitation, 
a water deficiency during the summer months is a factor with which the 
agriculturalist must contend. Data for a 30-year study period (1921- 
1950) reveal the water deficit during the growing season to have varied 
From U, 2 inehes to 6.5 ee For further information concerning 
annual water surplus and deficiency patterns see Appendix D. 

Approximately 30 per cent of the total precipitation comes in the 
form of snowfall. Much of this is not available for crop growth due to 
rapid melt and run-off in the spring; however, some of it is retained 
in the soil and is utilized in spring growth, Fortunately maximum pre- 
cipitation occurs when it is most needed, during the growing 
season, with June, July, and August together averaging slightly over 
nine inches, 

Crop damage from rains is usually not extensive as summer rains 
are commonly of low intensity. Only one year in five may more than one 
inch of rain in an hour be aupeceaass Within a twenty-four-hour 
period, the maximum precipitation received has never exceeded five 
inches, 

Average wind velocity is just under ten miles per hour and varies 
little from month to month, Variations above the norm during dry 
summers may prove troublesome for it is then that danger of wind 


€rosion 1S most critical, 


TT ayvedcl, "Evaluation of Lakes in the Edmonton Area,” 1963,Table I, 


Praoade soit: Survey, 1962, p.13. 


Seiad SOL -ourvey, 1962, py ls. 
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PHYSICAL FEATURES OF BEAUMONT AND STONY PLAIN 
1. Beaumont 

The physical make-up of the Beaumont area provides it with much 
arable land. As classified by The Soil Survey of the Edmonton Sheet, 
the land is considered to be fair to very good arable (see Map V). 

The soil survey bases this classification upon soil fertility and type 
of relief. In the Beaumont area, the effect of relief upon arability 

is clearly seen, for as relief increases, the arability rating decreases. 
Maps III and V illustrate this relationship. Relief ranges from un- 
dulating to rolling. The more rolling terrain, found in the east- 
genera ana southeastern portions, results from the processes of 
deposition of stagnant ice, 

Small creeks in minor ravines are scattered throughout the area, 
but no major incisions are present. Sloughs are most prominent in the 
eastern portion where water is easily trapped in the more rolling terrain 
(see Map IIT). 

Chernozemic loams predominate and as is common with such soils, 
natural fertility is not a problem. The soils have developed on glacial 
materials - those in the north on lacustrine deposits and those in the 
remainder of the area on glacial till. The main series found are Malmo 
Silty Clay Loam, Angus Ridge Loam, Falun Loam and Ponoka Loam, Detailed 
information concerning the location and characteristics of these series 
may be found in Map IV and Table VII. 

Climate for the two study areas will not be discussed in detail 


as such information is unavailable, It is assumed that it varies little 


‘PAN STITH ‘Iso “IS 
fo ee ee ‘21d 'S PUIM Z-TL @ OS) MOT = “PEW 981 GS ilaM (Pen Hema Bie Tene 


‘TTosqns umoiq ATTensn ‘aTqetay e& AJBAO VOeFANS YoOeTq e YATM STTOS :yoeTY_ OTyIIO 


Azeu MO'T Tt 
BY BYa BYa MO : <) 3 3 i) ST OOo! 
Eva % x = Z -Ipi0 al OSs Al POW Z- TT9M ‘DoW PIN UotH WH ‘TIS OW 
(2) a 
eo ¢ Azeu MOT E A . umngq TS ‘ISH 
Lvanla see AY4 = fs) =) =) =) 
se 9 ono x c -Ipi0 SS OS MO'T ‘DoW GZ TT9M POW POW POW ~10]UTM TTST'aM 
Ree 
aoe Azeu MO'T 
% % x% ah -Tp4t0 5 Fo Pa op MO'y “pow cL TT29M “POW “PPM “PEW UNL EA] T.u9 
ey ‘umoiq AT[Tensn ST [TTosqns sul 
‘[Tosqns e[qetay A[TATey e AOAO VORFANS Kors yAep YATM S[tog :AerIH Yyaeq BTYIIO 
‘ig _Ateu mot “FFE ot “Tied “pen ‘pew Pew Coe me 
a “6 “% dN -Tpz0 Tab OS a ‘pow 8 -uog ETT “Ad 
A,sn <Axeuy “pow TOTS 
ve ae Bva ! ST 7 =) MO . rs) (upesa oul e c “ 
% x M% IN -Tpi0 tL Os MOT Yo TH val TT2M Al POW 19 TH LEW Tis ‘ow 
A,sn  Azeu "POW ospTy 
x x% x dN  -TtP3t0 CL ¢-¥S 071 ‘POW = 869T = 6TTeM)6= 6MOT 6 (fpa Cpa osnsuy (“Ty *Ay 
‘umoiq ATTensn pue s~Tqetzzy ATATey ST TTosqns osu 
‘aoesansqns uMorg JYSTT A2eAO VdeFANS YoeTq YITM STTOS :STTog YyoeTg_g powzetranTy, 
*[Tosqns eTqetiy ATATey ASAO [Tos soeyFAIns to dol yep sAPH 2STTos dITWezouLEY) 
= ees 
Hy tH fe) 
ora 
oO ae ee ee ee ef “ 
bs of ae (a4 . 0Q Fy OO 2 ct © Qu Cr G () nr Or irr ais ©. Fi KR © ct ~ Sp) 
rec R- rg o) om © 0) G& PR Q rab) Gq =) Gee 9S. Gk 09 © =) o ¢t ors! on < 
ae) < seb) Rear rab) ee cr © ion OM Fh Ph [opae =) n oO nN * Bo nN | R © KO 3 
Gh Gt 0) n Q mS ct KH Rs + OQ Re KR © 1D] Gis O: ses (e) yD og oO 2 m et re D 0 
Sei et ct 5 n Oo oO N (en) 0) aia) 0) GuiGr Fs Ps Fs oO mM ee oO nana ©} oq oO O Ord 
pa eG (e) a oO o>) 0) n fs <4 er OO - Fh (ea | rm 1 Ow n -— 
a vc 7 i a = e AIT Ie 
sdoij peqzsexssng -our9g 


4S GNV LNAWHOVNVW UIHHL GNV SOILSTaYaLOVaVHD TIOS - IIA wwiavl 


12S pue JusWeseueW ITSeYy], pue SOTISTze}OeTeYO TToS,, peTatqUY JaeyQ ‘AeATNG [Tos ‘Te Je TesMog :a0ANo¢g 


ystioqzse 
eTsuts e Aq peyzew sdozo to doi. dy} A9AO adUDTZTOAId e Sa}eOTpUT JT pasn ore SyST19qSe eTqnop az0yuM 
:sdoij poqsessng 
JUST TOOXN - A poop AzaA - OA POO e Ho) poop Ajiteg - Of ated - A 100d - d 
:AQTTTqerzy eATIONpoIg 
pouteip ATro00d ZeyMowos ‘STeuotssaidag - Gj 
Sp[eTy Ae[NSez7AT ‘sysnoTs sutequood ‘sedo[s Ae[NSer7AT yIIM SAYyYOoumNY usezFo ‘ysnoy - HZ 
ARTAe[NBeAAT p[ety oulos fjzods aTqeze-uou Teuotseddso0 ‘sado,Ts wzofstun yJoows YATIM BUTTTOY - E€L 
AVTIe[NBIIAT plLety owos ‘seazre Teuotsseizdap owos fTeAaeT ATSATIeTIXY - ZL 
Sp[eTty pedeys ATWAoF Tun ‘Spuel, aetTqerze-uou osTIITT AADA fToAaeT ATOSATIeTIY - TL 
2uz9eq}7eg VOeFANS 
Auojs AT@2ATSSoOxXy - €S 


UOTIPATI[NS OF UOTIONAISGO oWOSs AeFFo sauo0jg - ZS 
UOTIBATITNS OF UOTIONAASQGO ou ATOSATISTII - souo IS Mag - TS 
Souoqs ou ATSATIETOY - OS 

>ssoutuoqs 


(soywl OT) TBS eTqNTos %¥g°O 39AQ - YSTy 
(souum O[-7) 3ITeS FTQNTOS ¥g8°O pue Z°O UseMI2g - “pow 
(‘soyum +) ATeS STGnNToOS ¥%Z7°O ueYI sseyT - MoT 
?TTosqng Jo AjTuTTeS 
Zoqyjew OTuesio Y/ ueYyW sIOW - USTH 
ZojWVeW DTuesIO Y/ pue X%G°E UseMJEgG - ‘pay 
ZezJeW DTuesio XYC°E Urey SSeT - MOT 
>[Ttosdoy, uT 7997eRW OTUPSIO 
AT Tpeet [Tos sy} WorF paAoWSA ST 197eM - TI2M 
sdo[TeAep uazjo 9otTqe} 199eM AreZOdWa e pue ATMOTS [TOS JY} WOTF P2AOWST ST AT9eM - ‘POW 
zeok ayy Fo yonw soejzans 9y} AedU ST 9Tqez 197eM JY pue ATMOTS ATZA [TOS WOAF PdAOWSI ST 19IEM - A0O0g 
soseuteiq TeanjeN 
anoy zod 2793eM FO SaYyosUT Q°Z ATAAQ - YSTY 
ainoy ted 193eM Jo soyouT Q'Z pue Z7‘°O UseMIeg “poy 
ainoy tod 12997eM FO SoyouT 7‘O Urey SSseT - MOT 
>(TToSs ysnory. 197eM Jo JusWeAoW) AIT[Tqeow1eg 
Ttos Jo JooF Zed 19zeM FO SAaYOUT CG UPYA FIOW - YSTH 
TTos Jo JooF sod 19}zeM FO SAaYyDUT ¢ PpUe Z UdEeMIEg - ‘pow 
TTos Jo JooF z9d 19a}eM FO SayoUT Z ueY sseyT - MOT 
so8ei0qg 197eM 


: Ady 


ss a as ane i geod 


"bag = pot. oD i ag Jj to ; wis er 
| svn se na ag ann meg 
- : Aseu 7 ai _— me ° 30 tion eo Ee a ps 


7 6 “* ad - - wey 


—_ 


dad segswiods Ite mui ry ioe 
w yrstoqmes & bos ylwole ods mort Sevaaer 


ethos Ta os mox? hove 


2 « oo a 
P ; — 
—— — ~wiy . 19946. 2496; 
; <o440m soa Vad 
: eal Fy 
bs + * 7 . (as ¢. Pockmm Wy sien aiduloe & 13m 
: (actm OF-A) tise oidyioze 36.0 
: (aed OL) 2had bon 30 age 


aano22 OF yisgviss. 
nulsevisine ol adkjouttedo én yisviulsT = se ws 
nukisyitiua os at adh a orm 


smo st 
; <e ova 


abielt beqsde yiorrotice .bitaf eldsze-aonm sisztt yxay fever: iietse 
| yiiusivgstii bisli smoe ,énoxs Isuobeverqeh save eh ylsviveish - 
yiiselugoszr blait omoe ~3uqe sidexrt-cod Isnokessoo ,esqole orcotims dooms dxviw antifon y 

gbiaii islvgsvst ,@dguolaienisamos .asqole amlugetti d3iw .Glaqmmil nadto re = 


SS ae ee 


bsalerh ylreog jewamoe ,[snclussz = ete 4 

? “yo FE tdesd 6 aoa aa 
37alisaxa = a hood yiav¥ = DV hia) — 2 boo) yivjged: - 0% aisi - 4 dog - < ; 

, eager) peasoiaes sel 
oigmie @ ¥d bewssw sqois 10 as S113 1SVG Safotsier” & 2 polbni ii beeu sxe ae a 


a ee 


"gsU bas Sasmegsnal +isWdT bos avizartososaedo iice" bofitaed gsadd .goyaee [tog ~fende roawou iantued . : 


28 


from that discussed for the Edmonton area because the records were 
compiled at Edmonton, and both study areas are near to the city. 
2; btony, Plain 

As classified by the Soil Survey, the land in the Stony Plain area 
is also fair to very good (see Map V.). This, as in Beaumont, results 
from a combination of low relief and fertile soils. Terrain variations 
range from undulating to gently rolling with depressions being common, 
The areas of undulating topography are scattered in small patches 
throughout the study area and have no particular concentrations, As is 
common in areas of low relief, drainage is in early stages of develop- 
ment, This is indicated by the presence of sloughs, lakes, and inter- 
mittent streams with few permanent streams being found, Artificial 
drainage is necessary in a few places, as for example, the present 
townsite of Stony Plain. Map VI depicts the detailed relief and drain- 
age of the area, 

As in Beaumont, soils have developed on glacial materials with 
those in the northern area having developed on lacustrine materials and 
those in the south on pitted deltaic materials, The resulting soils 
are all loams. Soil fertility is generally good with the prevailing 
great soil group being chernozemic, The main series found are Malmo, 
Ponoka, Winterburn, Mico, and Peace Hills Loams. Map VII and Table VII 
show the detailed location and characteristics of these series, 

It is interesting to note the recommendations for land use made by 


the General Plan for the Municipal District of Stony Plain and based 


upon the Soil Survey's classification of fair to very good arable. 
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Mixed grain production is the basic use advocated, Coarse grains such 
as barley were suggested, because wheat grown in the vicinity has a 

low protein yield. Supplementary animal production was also recommended 
since hogs and cattle can use the coarse grains to advantage, It was 
further mentioned that proximity to Edmonton suggests dairy cattle, 

but high land values and lack of marginal land for grazing often 
counteract the advantage of proximity. 

The similar physical background of the two study areas provides an 
important constant needed for a comparative study; for it means that 
differences in the landscape will not be as a result of a different 
set of physical possibilities, Rather the similar physical backgrounds 
set limits upon the choices which are possible with individual choice 


being allowed within these limits, 
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CHAPTER III 
THE BEAUMONT STUDY AREA 


The following two chapters are devoted to a detailed study and 
description of each of the two study areas, The areas will be viewed 
not only from the present with regard to landscape and land use, but 
also historically with regard to settlement history and early landscapes. 
Beaumont is discussed first, followed by a study of Stony Plain in 
Chapter IV. 

LOCATION AND EXTENT OF BEAUMONT? 

The study area is located to the south and east of the city of Ed- 
monton with the center of the area being approximately fifteen miles by 
road from the city limits. The area may be reached by traveling south 
on Highway 2 and then turning east and proceeding about four miles on 
gravel roads, The French Canadian village of Beaumont, located close 
to the northern portion of the study area, serves as a focal point for 
community activities. Photo (iii) shows the village and a portion of 
the area, 

The extent of the Beaumont area is easily determined because the 
cohesiveness of the people has led to compact settlement. The entire 
area covers approximately 136 quarter sections or thirty-four square 


miles and extends in the main to the south of the village of Beaumont, 


tthe term Beaumont will be used to describe the entire study area, 
The village of Beaumont will be referred to as either 'the village, vor 
"the village of Beaumont, ' 
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iii, Aerial view of the central part of the Beaumont study area 
including the village of Beaumont, Scale: one mile to 1 3/4 inches, 
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Map VIII shows the exact extent andlocation of the farmers interviewed and 
of the non-French population scattered throughout the area, 

The area is well situated for the shipping of agricultural products, 
for in addition to proximity to the main north-south highway of the 
province, it is also proximate to the main north-south line of the Can- 
adian Pacific Railway which parallels the highway. The service centers 
of Ellerslie, Nisku, and Leduc, all located on the Canadian Pacific line, 
provide shipping points for grain and a limited amount of animals. In 
addition Edmonton serves as a shipping point for Beaumont, 

HISTORY OF THE SETTLEMENT OF BEAUMONT“ 

Settlement in the Beaumont area began in 1893 with the placement of 
a group of thirteen families in the area with the aid of the Catholic 
Church, Migration to Beaumont was made at the suggestion of 1'abbé 
J.B, Morin, Ptre., Director of the Societé de Colonisation d'Edmonton, 
who had been contacted from Minnesota where the prospective settlers 
were residing, Minnesota had not served for long as their home, for 
they had moved there from Quebec in search of better opportunities and 
more land, Their hopes were not fulfilled in Minnesota, for land holdings 
were not as plentiful or as large as had been believed. Mrs. Helen 
Lavigne, one of Beaumont's original settlers, relates that her family 
was only able to purchase eighty acres of land in Minnesota with little 


possibility of obtaining more for the a ieviree. The 160-acre ten- 


ettre history was compiled from: Souvenir de la Benediction Solennelle 
de la Nouvelle Sacriste by Mr, J,H, MacDonald, April 1959, and interviews 
with Mrs, H, Lavigne, May 14,1964, MrieJd, Ace Rivard, «Mayil4.) 19.64 and) Mrs. 
E. Gobeil, June 17, 1964, all of Beaumont; and Mr, Pierre Berube, July 
22, 1964 of Edmonton, 


Baya, comm,, Mrs. H, Lavigne, Beaumont, May 14, 1964, 
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dollar homestead plus the opportunity of pre-emption or of purchase 
from the railroad attracted her family and the others in the group to 
the Canadian prairies, 

Interest in the prairies directed the settlers’ attention to immi- 
gration publicity published by the Colonisation Society of which Father 
Morin was the head, That it was common for such societies to urge 
migration is shown by the following quotation: 

The leaders of the St.Albert and St.Rose Colonies sought 

to maintain and extend their communities through a pro- 

gramme of active colonization, To this end they sought 

French Catholics in Quebec, France, and the United States,¢ 
A typical example of the type of publication put out by the society is 
En Avant La Colonisation La Vallée de la Saskatchewan dans Les Terri- 
tories Du Nord Ouest by Father Movin 7 It begins by speaking of the 
"‘wonderful' opportunity of settling here where the Catholic Religion 
and 'beautiful' French language are found, The booklet goes on to tell 
of already established French settlements, of natural resources, home- 
steading regulations, capital required, typical prices, and cost of 
passages to the area, It was publicity of this type that led the 
settlers to contact Father Morin and eventually come to Beaumont, 


Hansen speaks in’ more detail of the forces of the period which 


wien : 6 
urged movement from the western States to the Prairie Provinces, He 


Z 
‘Dawson, Group Settlement, Ethnic Communities, 1936, p. 343. 


22k. Morin, En Avant La Colonisation La Vallée de la Saskat- 
chewan dans Les Territories Du Nord Ouest, Joliette Imprimerie du 
Bon Combat, 1893. 


Orarans Hansen, The Mingling of the Canadian and American Seep hss. 
Yale U. Press, New Haven, 1941, p. 23. 
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attributes the migrations to two basic causes: that the prairies had 
become ready for settlement and that the American midwest was becoming 
filled up,with little room for expansion for growing families. Beau- 
mont was settled at the time that emigration from the midwest was just 
beginning, and as Hansen states, the pull became strongest first in 

the border states such as North Dakota and Minnesota; so it is not 
surprising that the early Beaumont settlers came from Minnesota, The 
pull north across the border would be especially strong for the Beaumont 
settlers who had previously held Canadian loyalties, 

After the arrival of the original group of settlers, immigration 
did not cease, The French Canadian area grew as a result of letters 
written to friends and relatives back home in Minnesota and in Quebec. 
Numerous examples of migration to Beaumont as a result of such contacts 
were discovered when interviewing. The Bérubé family, for example, 
which is very numerous in the area, originally had only one member in 
Beaumont, Through this contact at least seven other adults of the 
family were urged to come within a short period of Cine. A few 
arrived alone, but most brought their families with them, 

In addition to growth through contacts, the area received some 
settlers who had come to Central Alberta looking for a place to settle 
and who, being French Canadian, were urged by the Colonisation Society 
and the priests to try Beaumont. 

Immigration to Beaumont seems to have ceased entirely by 1915. 


Since then most growth in the community has resulted from natural in- 


!Relane Bérubé, Les Bérubé de Beaumont, Published Privately, 38 pp. 
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crease, This can clearly be seen from a comparison of the names of 

early settlers and of the names of those persons present today. The 

author found only one French-Canadian family presently living in the 

area, whose ancestors are not known to have arrived before 1915, 
EARLY LANDSCAPE PATTERNS 

Early landscape patterns reflect the processes of pioneer settle- 
ment and at the same time set the basis for present day landscape patterns, 
The landscape at the time of original settlement was the natural park- 
land landscape as described in Chapter II. A rise breaking the generally 
flat parkland scene attracted the settlers to the site for the hill rising 
above the surrounding prairie presented itself as the perfect location 
for a church, and suggested the name given to the village, 'beautiful 
hill' or 'beau mont' (see photos iv and v). 

Early farms, in general, covered a quarter section as a result of 
the homestead law which made it the available parcel of land, However, 
they did not present the existing picture of neat squares of fields 
bordered on two sides by roads, Instead, cart tracks, small cleared 
plots, and few buildings were the norm, for roads had not been laid out 
at the time of settlement and obviously it was impossible to begin 
farming with the cultivation of all 160 acres, Farmers usually managed 
to plant twenty acres the first year and hoped to increase it by as 
much the second, From then on it was a matter of time until all or 
most of the farm was cleared for cultivation, 

Crops grown on the freshly cleared land were similar to those 
found today, only in smaller quantities, Oats and barley were the 


favorites with oats seeming to predominate over barley. Wheat proved 
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iv. Note the rise on which the village of Beaumont 
was built and the dominance of the church in the vill- 
age center. 


v. Looking up the rise toward the Beaumont village. 
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unsatisfactory in the first few years, but after the introduction of 
spring wheat in the very early 1900s, it became common in the area, 
Although wheat never obtained the importance of oats and barley, it has 
been more widespread in the past than it is today, Its disappearance 
was due to the flooding of the market to a point where it was no longer 
profitable to grow it. 

The original settlers could not raise much until larger acreages 
could be cleared, and as most settlers needed to spend a good share of 
their income for equipment and buildings many found it necessary to be 
employed off the farm each winter in order to maintain their families. 
However, as soon as the area of cultivation began to increase and as 
needed equipment and buildings were obtained, this practice stopped. 

Early buildings were constructed of logs with either a sod or 
shingle roof, Houses had few rooms, with only one or two being usual. 
As the houses had few rooms it was not uncommon to have a large room 
divided by screens for privacy. These early buildings, as intended, 
were temporary; as soon as they were able, farmers provided their 
families with better houses and their farms with improved barns, The 
length of time needed before improved buildings could be supplied varied 
with the prosperity of the farmer, Of the old timers interviewed, the 
length of time before a permanent house was provided varied from seven 
to twelve years. 

Animal life found in the early landscape consisted, as might be 
expected, of more wild life and fewer domestic animals than today. 
Rabbits and prairie chickens were especially beneficial to the settler 


for they formed a necessary part of early diets. Few farmers were able 
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to bring domestic animals with them, thus commonly it was essential for 
the farmer to acquire either horses or oxen as draught animals soon 
after arrival. Also needed were a few cows and hogs. Hogs provided 
salted pork during the winter and cows supplied fresh milk, The killing 
of cows was rare and thus it transpired that when one was killed it was 
shared among the neighbors, As herds were gradually increased, the 
sharing decreased, In addition a few chickens were kept for eggs and 
meat, 

Gardens were important to the early settler, as they are now, as 
a means of providing a variety of food. Potatoes seemed to be the 
main staple and were grown in abundance. Other vegetables commonly 
found were cabbage, lettuce, radishes, and carrots. Unless the vegetables 
could be stored in some manner for the winter, quantities grown needed 
provide only for summer use, 

Thus it is seen that the early landscape presented a picture of a 
natural habitat beginning to be supplanted by farming. Today this 
process is near completion, The features composing the landscape during 
the time of early settlement differ from those of today not so much in 
kind but in quality and quantity. Whereas the original settlers had 
truly mixed farms with a bit of grain and a few hogs, cows, and chickens, 
the Beaumont farmer today raises the same grains and animals but on a 
larger scale and often with a concentration on one type of animal, Thus 
the early landscape provided a basis from which the present landscape 
evolved, 

CHARACTER OF THE BEAUMONT AREA TODAY 
Since its origin, the Beaumont area has remained a very close-knit, 


homogeneous community in which the common heritage of the people serves 
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as a binding force, Despite contact with the surrounding district and 
recent encouragement by the church to have more outside associations, 
the community has remained very inward looking, As a result, outward 
expansion is not common; rather, the people try to live as close to the 
village as possible, Since land near the village is seldom for sale, 
the result has been an extremely compact community. The inward-looking 
attitude of the people also means they have little desire to leave the 
area and seek urban employment, This has been apparent in the attitude 
toward education, Grade Twelve was not instituted in the village school 
until 1962, for the people intended that their children should farm in 
the area and could not see why a farmer needed to be educated, A great 
similarity in attitudes and values among the people has resulted from 
the close-knit, inward-looking attitude of the people. Thus one finds 
that on many questions the people are of one mind, In Chapter V it will 
be seen that the homogeneous, close-knit nature of the area, and the 
inward-looking attitudes of the people have helped to encourage certain 
present-day landscape patterns, 
THE USE OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE IN BEAUMONT 

The active use of the French Canadian language is quite noticeable 
in the villages" Notuonly is itiheard/in, the jstreets,)butjsuchfsrens as 
Banque du Canada, Marchand General, and Caisse Populaire identify the 
various buildings (see photos vi and vii). Of the persons interviewed, 
fifteen families or seventy-six per cent claim to speak French at all 
times in their homes. Twenty-four per cent or five families use it 
sometimes in the home, In two of these cases the wives were not 


originally French speaking; however, both were attempting to speak 
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vi. The French language is still actively used in 
the village. 


way 


vii. Note the bilingual sign which depicts the 
mixture of the modern and the old, 
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enough French that the children might learn it, Only one family stated 
that they did not use French in the home although the members do claim 
a speaking knowledge of it, The use of French in the home is especially 
noticeable among the pre-school age children who often learn to speak it 
before they learn English, However, in spite of its wide use, French 
does not seem to be as dominant in the area as it once was. Until six 
years ago, all church services were held in French. Today both languages 
are used in every service with the epistle being read in English and the 
Gospel in French, Two services are held each Sunday - one each in English 
and French, In addition the bulletins are printed in both languages, It 
is felt this represents a trend toward the wider use of English in the 
study area, for the proportion of non-French speaking Catholics in the 
parish has not been increasing, and there is another Catholic church in 
the parish which ministers to the non-French population, 
DESCRIPTION OF LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

1. Churches 

The strong connection between the French-Canadian culture, the 
Roman Catholic Church, and the compact homogeneity of the Beaumont area 
is exemplified by the fact that only one church, a Roman Catholic one, 
is found within the study area. (Photos viii and ix) Thatiithis is the 
only church is not surprising, for the Catholic religion appears to be 
almost universal in Beaumont. Every person interviewed claimed to belong 
to the Catholic church in the village. Furthermore, the presence of an 
abandoned Protestant church three miles south of the village would 
suggest that the non-Catholic population is negligible and unable to 


support a church of another denomination, This dominance of the Catholic 
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Vill, The Roman Catholic Church in Beaumont, 
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ix, The grotto in the churchyard - Beaumont. 
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Church in Beaumont has existed since the time of settlement as is illu- 
Strated by the selectiomor apsite tor the villavesonm a rise where the 
church would be prominent, The prominence of Catholic churches in 
French Canadian villages is common throughout Canada and is noticeable 
in other Central Alberta communities such as Morinville and St, Albert. 

A landscape feature associated with the church and also found in 
other French-Canadian Catholic areas is the corner shrine, Only one 
was found in the Beaumont area, It consisted of a plain white wooden 
cross located in a neatly fenced area at an intersection southeast of 
the village. (photo x). 

The graveyard near the church, commonly located near all types of 
rural churches in Central Alberta, cannot be said to be a distinctive 
landscape feature. However, a look at the tombstones and the names and 
language engraved on them is certainly indicative of the ethnic nature 
of the settlement, 

Ze schools 

The small size of the area warrants the support of only one school, 
The school, although a public one, is greatly influenced by the ethnic 
background of the community. For example, the boundaries of the school 
district closely follow those of the Beaumont community, and where they 
do not, they are overlooked, The few children who live in the school 
district, but are not French-Canadian, ride the school bus to the 
district boundary where they disembark and board a waiting bus heading 
for another school, Meanwhile,French Canadian children who live in 


neighboring school districts are disembarking from their school buses 
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x. The corner shrine located one mile southeast of 
the village of Beaumont, 


xi, A view of the typical landscape in the Beaumont 
study area (looking south from the village). 
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and clambering aboard the Beaumont bus, Evidence of the ethnic back- 
ground is also present in the school curriculum, for both French and 
Religion have been added to the normal curriculum, In the early grades, 
teaching in French is almost mandatory as it is the language with which 
the children are most familiar, Thus Grade I is taught almost entirely 
in French with some oral English being used. Grade II is taught half 
in English and half in French, From this point on, only one hour a 
day is devoted to French as this is the maximum allowed by law in bi- 
lingual schools, Religion is taught in all grades for one-half hour 
each day. (It is not a compulsory subject for the few non-Catholic 
children attending the school.) In spite of these additions to the 
curriculum, the school day has not been lengthened, for the law allows 
for the inclusion of this hour and one-half for religion and language. 
3. Architecture of Houses and Barns 

Houses built by the original Beaumont settlers show a similarity 
of architectural design, Their most common indicator is their steeply 
pitched roofs, Frequently the pitch of the roof is repeated by the 
presence of many dormer windows and/or by steep roofs over small open 
porches, (see photos xii-xiv) In addition to their steeply pitched 
roofs, the porches frequently have low walls on the sides with railings 
which curve concavely upward (see photos xv and xvi). As illustrated 
by the photos, the houses are often constructed of stucco with stone 


foundations and stones framing the doors, As the French Canadians 


oer comm., Mrs. A, Savoy, Teacher, Beaumont School, July 22, 
1964, 
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xv, xvi. Small open porches with steeply pitched 
roofs and low walls with railings curved concavely 
upwards are a common architectural pattern in Beaumont, 
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tend to be fond of color on their homes, it is common to paint the 
foundation stones and those around the door with gay colors. [Iron 

grille work, which is often associated with architecture in areas 

settled by French-speaking peoples, as, for example, the French district 
of Louisiana, is not common in the Beaumont area. Seldom are the dis- 
tinctive features of the early Beaumont houses incorporated into those 
being built in the area today. Thus it may be assumed that as the houses 
with these features deteriorate, the architectural distinctiveness of 

the area will also disappear, The reasons for the present-day similarity 
in architectural patterns will be discussed in Chapter V. 

Although there was no distinct barn style unique to the Beaumont 
area, one style was definitely preferred, for two-thirds of the farmers 
utilized the same design for their barns, The style consists of a 
Gambrel roof (see photo xviii) and a rectangular floor plan with large 
doors at each end, The remaining barns were of mixed styles. As will 
be discussed, a single barn type was not found to be so influential in 
the Stony Plain area, 

4, Out-buildings 

Out-buildings on the farmstead are indicative of the type of farming 
being carried out and of the prosperity of the farm, not of the ethnic 
background, The only out-buildings, in addition to the barn, universally 
found on all farms were granaries. Their number varied greatly depending 
on size of farm, prosperity, and size of the granaries, The very largest 
farms had the largest number of granaries, but aside from that no cor- 
relation could be made between number of granaries and farm size, As 


chickens are widespread in the area, poultry houses were common, The 
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xvii. Pictured above is the only example of old 
architectural styles incorporated in a new house with- 
in the Beaumont area, 


bee. ote 


xviii. The most common barn type found had a rec- 
tangular floor plan, a Gambrel roof and large doors 
on each end, 
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four farmers lacking them either kept no chickens or kept only a few 
for their own personal use, Following in numerical importance were 
machine sheds, for all except five farmers made use of at least one, 
Remaining buildings such as pig pens, milk houses, cattle sheds, etc. 
relate specifically to the type of farm production and thus are found 
where needed, The average number of total out-buildings per farm is 
almost identical to that of the Stony Plain area, 

It seems likely that the condition of the buildings reflects farm 
prosperity, For example, it was observed that those farms with very 
run-down and unpainted buildings also had poorly kept and poorly fur- 
nished houses often lacking modern conveniences and having wood stoves 
for cooking, while those farms having better kept buildings, had more 
modern and better furnished houses, 

5. Gardens 

Certain foods or food preferences are commonly associated with 
persons of various nationalities, as for example, hot spicy foods with 
Mexicans, or cabbage with Germans, For this reason, the content of 
gardens was studied with the aim of discovering whether or not various 
ethnic groups carried food preferences from their homeland to this part 
of Canada, Thirty items (see Questionnaire, Appendix B.) which could 
be grown in a garden in the area were listed in the questionnaire and 
the farm family was asked to check the items which were normally raised 
in their gardens, The results in the Beaumont area were as tabulated 
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TABLE VIII - GARDEN CROPS - BEAUMONT 


ooooooOCoCoCoaoaaaaaaaa—aeS=—=—_—>=a=>S]=_i_—o—esS=_—==—a——as—=—=—as=>—=—=E=aeEeEa>y—o>——oe—ey—ao—>—o———>—>—>>—>——————>l>—oolIlIl—>~—>>"—————>>>=>>ES_——= 


% of Farmers % of Farmers 
Crop Growing Crop Crop Growing Crop 
Beans 94 Parsnips 44 
Beets 100 Peas 100 
Breccori 0 Peppers 0 
Brussels Sprouts 0 Poppies 0 
Cabbage 89 Potatoes 100 
Carrots 94 Pumpkins 28 
Cauliflower TZ Radishes 94 
Corn 100 Raspberries 67 
Crab apple trees c Rhubarb 83 
Kale 0 Spinach 39 
Kohl rabi 0 Squash 0 
Leeks 0 Sunflowers 0) 
Lettuce 100 Swiss Chard 17 
Marrow 0 Tomatoes 100 
Onions 100 Turnips 83 


Two points may be noted about the above figures, Firstly, there 
is little variety in the type of garden crops grown, Such a limitation 
in crop choice is not the normal case, for a greater variety of garden 
crops may be found in both Central Alberta and the Stony Plain study 
area, Secondly, no distinctly French influence is demonstrated by the 
most common choices, for they are not limited to gardens in the study 
area, but are found in the majority of gardens throughout Central 
Alberta. However, it may be noticed that most of the negative choices 
(those items not grown) are vegetables more commonly associated with 
German peoples, and a study of the Stony Plain area proves them to be 
more prevalent there, 

6, Land Survey System 
In any area the land survey system used affects considerably the 


appearance of the landscape, French Canadian settlements are often 
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associated with long narrow lots running perpendicular to a river or 
main road, and this is the case in several Central Alberta communities. 
However, it is not true of Beaumont as it was settled after the initi- 
ation of the township and range survey system which was adopted as the 
standard system for the prairies in 1872. 
qe Barn Size 

The township and range survey system has had a definite impact upon 
farm size in the prairies for it means that most farms are at least one 
quarter section in area, Since it has been the common trend in Alberta 
for the last thirty years for farm sizes to increase, many farms today 
are some multiple of the quarter section, The average size of farm 
sampled in Beaumont was 261 acres, which is near the 281 acre average 
for the Leduc subdivision in which Beaumont is located. Both averages, 
however, are smaller than the 307 acre average for the whole of Census 
Division ll. The small average in the Beaumont area results from the 
larger number of quarter-section farms which are present, for just over 
half of the farmers interviewed farmed quarter-section farms, All of 
the remaining farms were larger (see Table IX). 


TABLE IX - FARM SIZE, NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS, 
NUMBER OF PERSONS PER FARM - BEAUMONT 


Meeee shares Number of Number of ail par eee Number of Number of 
E Households Persons J Households Persons 
a 160 i 6 13 320 E 11 

2 800 2 7 14 160 1 5 

3 480 E 6 iS 160 fi ps 

4 480 F 9 16 160 1 9 

%. 160 E 1 by 240 1 y 

6 160 1 2 18 160 | 5 

7 160 i / 19 160 i} 6 

8 220 4 7 20 160 1 2 

9 340 1 10 ys 160 Hh 5 

10 320 1 10 Total 5480 £3 130 

ta 360 Hi LZ Av. 261 Mail 6:2 

12 160 1 6 


*Numbers correspond to the numbers of sampled farms on Map VIII. 
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8. Farm Population 


The total number of persons living on the sampled farms is 130, 
or an average of 6,2 persons per farm, This is considerably above both 
the 3.7 average for the Leduc subdivision and the 4.3 average for Census 
Division ll. The large figure for the Beaumont area has presumably been 
influenced by the beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church. The common 
number of households per farm is one, with the number of households on 
the twenty-one sample farms totaling twenty-three. Both of the two- 
household farms were larger than a quarter section with one being 800 
acres, (See Table IX for data on farm population, ) 
9, Arrangement of Crops and Buildings 

The arrangement of crops and buildings on the farms, studied from 
ground and air photos and from field surveys, was found to follow the 
pattern common throughout the prairies. Farmsteads are normally located 
close to one of the section roads with the farm house being placed in 
front of or to the side of the other farm buildings, Other farm buildings 
have no recurring arrangement, but rather appear to be a matter of indi- 
vidual choice, A garden is always found within a short distance of the 
house, It represents the only use of cultivated land which has a repe- 
titive location. In general, grain crops are found on the richer flatter 
land, while hay or improved pasture are located on the hillier less 
arable land, This varies to some degree, For example, crop rotation 
patterns necessitate the periodic growth of hay crops on grain fields, 
As this is the general pattern, not only of the study area but also 
throughout the prairies, ethnic background appears to show no influence 


on the arrangement of crops and buildings. 


good yidemvastq aad sete tnomess® ody 202 exugst egzel “sat ff f solaivia 
soy ef over offodasd nemo ons to eishiod ae vd tsdnontia : 

ae 2bledseued Jo rodmun of3 Maiw .sno al meet seq sbtodoaert 36 soda ; 
~oys of9 io (908  sexdd-gedows gatistod enrse® oleee eno~ <3nsw) aid 


t 
avensd io? opeteve £44 off boo nétetvindys cubed att aka i] 
7 
: 


008 euked ono faiw opijosa tetesup a neds regret o1s# ews btodacvod 


(.aelgeiugeg aie? oo sinb soa XI ‘oldet oot) oer 
‘ | eet Z , —_ 
" 


¥ 


movi belbude amet of3 no agathiind bie equxa te ‘teenies = 


sid wolfei ot book asw .eyevnie bioll moe} bee aosodg ats bas borg 
143 gomM0D aq 
Lejnon, yilovrres ote ebsssamiet .asixinsq of9 tuordggotds gommps pzed 
ry : 
ie ~~ i 
ci beoplq stied savod nxvei oft fgiv abeor motisoa off. to 940 ot saols “a 


Aad F | 
aungblivd oxea reitO Lagathiind grei. redg0 of3 Yo eshte of o3 20 eri a 


= ioe ; 


-ibnai lo yelism a od o¢ thsque tates tod J usmegasrte “gnisxv2e7- 
ofj io senejath ivede sp otidiw banet eyewis sel aebreg . © gal ainda te 
~sqoz 6 ead lisitw boel betaviaive do seu yino of? sina 2 to 

zoijjeii rsfokt eld no fayot sim agoto nhezg, sinenramenla soutasoot 9 ESE 
aval wedLllarh sox te vadiioel ois sxddeeq baverqat x0 y 

nol jeayur qors ee, 208 immer sme o3 89. 160 
.2blahi nisig no agato iaine dbeeiey atboiteg old 

eels aid! sexe vbuse ots to a: jon aa: 

sousntiak on woke of axpeaqge, br 


iat 


54 


10. Crop Land 


A large portion of the land in the Beaumont area is used for crop 
production, Of the total 5,480 acres of land included in the sample, 
5,060 acres or 92.3 per cent was claimed to be under cultivation of 
some kind, As will be seen, this is almost twenty-one per cent more 
than in the Stony area, 

Two categories of crops accounted for the land under cultivation: 
cereal crops and hay crops, with cereals occupying the larger percentage 
of land, Barley and oats, as elsewhere in Central Alberta, are the 
common cereal crops grown, Between them they occupy 2,890 acres or 
fifty-seven per cent of the cultivated land in the Beaumont sample. 

Of the two grain crops, barley is definitely in the majority both here 
and in Census Division ll. See Table X for data on agricultural land 
uses, 


TABLE X - AGRICULTURAL LAND USES - BEAUMONT 


Cults "eNO: Gulti=" 2 total Z’of'totaY No.of Farms 


Seer pees Land vating Area Acreage Sold Selling 
Barley-Feed 1675 Sere! DF, 306 14.1 9 
Barley-Malt 128 2a5 yi 2¢3 po ..2 2 
Oats 1087 7 i 19 10 flat 4 
Wheat 10 Q. 2 1 0,2 0 0 
Mixed Grain 150 329 4 aah 0 0 
Alfalfa 717 14,2 16 bISk 14,9 3 
Clover 20 0.4 1 0.4 0 0 
Tame Hay 265 52 5 4.8 0 0 
Wild Hay 48 - 5 Og 0 0 
Fallow 303 6.0 8 7.3 - ~ 
Pasture * 705 Loy bye) i238 - - 
Woodland 175 - 9 2 ne = - 
Unspecified 197 - - 3. 0 - - 
Total 5480 100.0 100.0 


* This category includes all pasture, 
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Wheat, which is often felt to be synonymous with the prairie 
provinces, is not one of the main income sources in Central Alberta and 
is even less common in Beaumont where only ten acres was found, As 
will be seen, inspite of the fact that more wheat is grown in Stony 
Plain, wheat does not play a major part in the economy of either area, 
Its lack of importance in both areas is perhaps a reflection of the fact 
that high quality wheat is not produced in either area, for the protein 
content of wheat grown in the two areas, especially Stony Plain, is 
normally lower than the average for Alberta, and Alberta's average is 
somewhat below that for Western eniaa 

The emphasis upon the cultivation of cereal crops for feed rather 
than for cash crops, helps to account for the lack of wheat in the area, 
This emphasis is seen from an analysis of the amount of cereal crops 
sold and the amount used on the farms, as illustrated in Table X, As 
seen in the table, oats and malt barley are the only two crops of which 
any appreciable amount is being sold, The figure for malt barley may 
be expected to be high as the usual reason for growing it is for its 
cash value. However, as seen in the table, it does not represent the 
normal picture in the area as it is cultivated by only two farmers, 

The figure for oats is high because it is raised on the 800 acre-farm 
and this source accounts for one-half of the sales, 


Hay crops, consisting of cultivated hay and improved pasture, 


Pieb rma id obtained from a perusal of several years' copies of 
Board of Grain Commissioners for Canada, Protein Survey of Wheat, Winni- 
peg. Example figures of the protein content average for 1956 are as 
follows: Western Canada 12.4%, Alberta 12.1%, Stony Plain 10.8%; Spruce 
Grove 11.5%, Nisku (mearest location to Beaumont for which data is avail- 
gb bey L167. 
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occupy 34 per cent of the cultivated land. Hay crops grown, including 
tame hay, clover, and alfalfa, occupy 1002 acres with alfalfa accounting 
for 717 acres, Alfalfa was cultivated by sixteen farmers, clover by 
one, and tame hay by five, In addition, five small acreages of wild 

hay were used as forage, Pasture land, found on thirteen farms, came 

to a total of 705 acres, Such a distribution of hay and pasture is 
slightly higher than the average for Central Alberta as might be ex- 
pected in an area where one-third of the farmers are dairy farmers, 

The practice of summer fallowing varied widely in the district. 
Fight farmers fallowed from twenty to fifty-five acres yearly which is 
a total of only six per cent of the cultivated land area, Farmers 
practising summer fallow stated its purpose was to rest the land and to 
arrest the growth of weeds with wild oats being a weed commonly hoped 
to be eradicated, 

The burning of summer fallow is an alleged practice of the French 
Canadians in Central Alberta which does not seem to be prevalent in 
Beaumont, The District Agriculturalist for the Leduc census subdivision 
said he did not find it to be common except in isolated cases among the 
French at Beaumont. Further checking did reveal that in the Morinville 
district, where a large portion of the population is French, the practice 
is quite common, 

11. Non-crop Agricultural Land Use 

Throughout Central Alberta, the prevalent attitude of the pioneer 
was to rid the land of bush as soon as possible. This has certainly 
been the case in Beaumont, for only about three per cent of the land 


remains wooded with slightly more than half of the farmers claiming to 
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have no woodland at all. That which does remain is found mainly along 
stream courses or in the slough areas, 
12. Livestock 

Animal distribution in the Beaumont area is claimed by the District 
Agriculturalist to be normal for the Leduc subdivision, Distribution 


by absolute numbers and by FAO animal units is shown in Tables XI and 


10 


xe, As indicated by the tables, beef cattle are the most common 
TABLE XI - LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY - BEAUMONT 
Animals Absolute No, of Farmers Average Number FAO Animal 
Numbers Stocking Animals Per Farm Units 
Beef Cattle 700 11 3353 560.0 
Dairy Cattle 328 14 L5h6 262.4 
Horses 12 8 0.6 1220 
Sheep LY 1 0.5 tol 
Swine 51S tI 24.5 103.0 
Total Livestock 1566 a 74.6 938.5 
Hens and Chickens 8500 LS 404.8 - 
Turkeys 660 3 31.4 - 
Geese 3 1 0.14 - 
Total Poultry 9163 - 436.3 ~ 


animal in the area, Contrary to the impression given by the tables, 


dairy cattle play a more important part in the overall economy than do 


HS 04 and Agricultural Organization (FAO) animal units are "com- 
puted on the basis of conversion factors derived from empirical knowledge 
of the average liveweight of animals and/or the quantity and quality of 
their average feed intake." The scale is as follows: horses = 1; Cattle = 
Poe ries = .2; sheep = ,l> Production’ Yearbook I'961, Vol, 15, FAO, United 
Nations, p. 399. A different animal unit system is in use in Alberta, 
However, it was not applicable to this study because its use requires 
information unavailable in this study. The following animal units are used 
Miecre Aiperta System: Dairy cows - I; Dairy Heifers & Steers - 1 year and 
above - 1.5; Dairy heifers and steers under 1 year - 3; Beef cows - 1; Beef 
heifers and steers 1 year and above - 1.5; Beef heifers and steers under 1 
year - 3; Mature sheep - 7; Market lambs - 14; Swine (sows) - 2; Market 
hogs - 5, Source: Dr. Purnell, Alberta Dept. of Agriculture, Farm Econ- 
omics Branch, 
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beef cattle. Farmer number three (Table XII), for example, accounts 


TABLE XII - FAO ANIMAL UNITS PER FARM - BEAUMONT 


eee Bee Horses Sheep Swine Total 

I Sa 37,8 

Z 80.0 Eze 92.0 

% 260.0 be ra 263.0 

4 5220 52,0 

8 0.0 

6 6.4 Liao 24,0 

i i ie bs 0.8 0 Me pa 8) 56.0 

8 2-6 ares t2. 0 24.0 

9 gee 2,0 

10 48.0 ay 49.0 
ee 40.0 8.0 20 220 52, 0 
£2 1 eat. iw 24.0 30.7 
dg 48.0 Z.U 6.6 56.6 
14 Tez 72 
bs 0.0 
16 18.4 be0 4.4 230 
A 20.0 200 
18 46.4 4.0 i, 0 Lo 5206 
19 3576 Dee ee SP ao 
20 bys 3e2 ree 8.86 
a 14.4 Pee LGeo 
Total 560.0 202.4 Zou i at 103, 0 938.5 


for almost one-half of the FAO beef units, Furthermore, dairy cattle 

are the major source of income for seven or one-third of the farmers, 
while beef cattle are the major source for only two (see photos xix and 
xx). Hogs are less prevalent with the tendency being to either have none 
or to specialize in them (see Map XII). This tendency to specialize in 
one animal enterprise is characteristic of the entire Beaumont area and 
is illustrated in Tables XII and XIII, The two grain farmers in Table 
XIII owe their presence to the fact that both farmers, being semi-retired, 


have ceased to maintain animal herds, 
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TABLE XIII - FARM TYPES - BEAUMONT 


Beef 8 Dairy fi 
Hogs 3) Grain 2 
Mixed Livestock 2 Mixed 3 


Breeds of animals were recorded wherever possible and as expected 
similarity of breeds is the norm, Yorkshires were the only type of 
swine found in the area, Holsteins were present on all farms selling 
fluid milk, and Hereford was the predominant beef cattle. 

Pye Poultry 

Poultry production is widespread and has a long history in Beaumont, 
Seventy-one per cent of the farmers interviewed kept chickens for the 
sale of eggs with the total number of chickens found on these farms 
being exceptionally high compared to the rest of Central Alberta (see 
Map IX). Beaumont farmers average 404.8 chickens per farm while the 
total number per farm for Census Division 11 is only 173.3. As will 
be seen in Chapter V this difference appears to be indirectly influenced 
by ethnic background, As with other farm animals, one breed predomi- 
nated - that of Leghorn. Geese which are commonly associated with the 
French are not common in the area (see Table XI), while turkeys, which 
would not be expected in a French area, are more numerous, However, 
as they are found only on three farms, they do not represent a wide- 
spread feature, 

14, Non-agricultural Land Uses 
In this area, non-agricultural land uses appear to be non-existent 


except within the village itself. Maps, photos, and interviewing re- 
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xix, xx. One-third of the Beaumont farmers are 
dairy farmers and prefer Holsteins. 
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vealed only one instance of a non-agricultural land use. In this case 
a farmer rented a portion of his land to a radio station which has 
erected transmitting towers on it. Furthermore, there is a lack of 
non-agricultural income from off-farm employment, Only one farm 
family claimed to have any members employed off the farm, the off-farm 
employee being a teen-age son, In addition, three farmers were re- 
ceiving some income from mineral production on their land. 
SUMMARY OF UNIQUE LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

As seen from the description of the present day landscape certain 
features are obviously directly influenced by ethnic background, In 
the Beaumont area language, churches, schools, and household size have 
all been directly influenced by ethnic background, Other features, 
however, seem to differ from Stony Plain and other areas in the district, 
but do not obviously owe their distinction to ethnic background, Such 
items were small farm sizes, architectural distinctiveness, a large 
number of chickens per farm, intensive cropping, and specialization 
especially in dairying. These variations will be more fully examined 
in the concluding chapter, after seeing how they differ from the Stony 
Plain area, Finally, the large majority of features appeared to vary 


little from the common patterns found in Central Alberta. 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE STONY PLAIN STUDY AREA 


LOCATION AND EXTENT OF THE STUDY AREA 


Map X depicts the boundaries of the Stony Plain study area which 
lies approximately fifteen miles to the west of the city of Edmonton 
on Highway 16, The area under study here consists of 101 square miles 
or 405 quarter sections. The distribution of the non-German farmers 
as well as the sampled farms is illustrated in Map X, 

Settlement in the Stony Plain area has noc been as homogeneous and 
compact as in the Beaumont area. This is especially true towards the 
margins of the area where expansion is taking place, In addition, soil 
types change from chernozemic to podzolic and solonetzic towards most 
margins of the area of German settlement. These diverse soil types 
were not included in the study area so that the criteria discussed in 
Chapter I, that all study areas have similar physical backgrounds, 
could be met. However, it is not felt that the deletion detracts from 
the study as those districts of oldest and most compact German settle- 
ment have been considered, The latter lie southeast of the town of 
Stony Plain, Although settlement has expanded in all directions, the 
greatest growth has occurred to the south, 

As in Beaumont, the area is well situated for the shipment of 
agricultural products, for Highway 16 is a main east-west artery 


crossing the province, Additional transportation facilities are pro- 
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vided by the Canadian National Railway at both Stony Plain and Spruce 
Grove. These facilities and the two towns are shown in photo xxi. 
SETTLEMENT HISTORY OF STONY PLAIN 

The movement of the Stony Plain settlers towards the Alberta 
prairies began in 1889 when a large number of Germans who had previously 
migrated to Austria decided to homestead on the Canadian prairies. The 
decision to migrate was initiated by the unsatisfactory land ownership 
system in Austria. Too little land was available per person and oppor- 
tunities for obtaining more land were practically nil. These were 
the same reasons, as was pointed out. in Chapter III, urging the move- 
ment from Minnesota by the French Canadians. However, the situation 
seems to have been more severe in Austria for land holdings there were 
even smaller than those in Minnesota, Mr, Eichenlaub, a German settler 
who came from Austria in 1892 stated in an interview that his family 
could only obtain five acres in Austria and that this was not unusual, 

Harassed by these conditions, approximately eighty families made 
the trip to Canada in 1890, first stopping at Winnipeg from where they 
sent a few members of the party west to select a settlement site, The 
Site chosen was Dunmore, Alberta, located six miles southeast of Medicine 
Hat, Their journey west was encouraged by the Canadian Pacific Railway 
which furnished free transportation and provided cattle and implements 
which were to be paid for later, However, unknown to the Germans, they 
had chosen the dry belt in which to live, and within a year crop fail- 


ures prompted them to move on again in search of prosperity. Scouting 


pare comm,, Mr, Eichenlaub, Stony Plain, March 13, 1964 
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xxi. Aerial view o e north-central part of the Stony Plain 


study area including the town of Stony Plain and the village of Spruce 
1 1 ~4 % 2 17 hac 
Grove. Scale: approximately one mile to 1 7/8 inches, 
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for new settlement sites was undertaken, and the group decided to split 
into two colonies with about forty members settling in eastern Sask- 
atchewan at the towns of Wolmseley, Grenfell and Neudorf, The remaining 
forty families decided to re-settle in Northern Alberta, In the spring 
of 1891, the Canadian Pacific transported the Germans from Dunmore to 
the end of the line at Red Deer, From there the journey to Edmonton 

was completed by ox cart, Upon reaching the city, the families camped 
for several days while the surrounding district was explored for possible 
settlement sites, As the graip decided to divide, two locations were 
selected, This time the split was based upon religious differences. 

All of the people were of the Lutheran faith with approximately half 

of them being of the Reformed element. The Reformed Lutherans moved to 
the Beaver Hills district while the remainder settled in the Stony Plain 
area, 

The initial settlement nucleus in the Stony Plain area was located 
southeast of the present townsite and was known to the Germans as 
Hoffnungsau, or ‘hopeful meadow'. As in Beaumont, the name was based 
upon the natural landscape, for the nearby terrain was an open plain 
with timbered sloughs and a few clumps of trees, Hoffnungsau was re- 
named Stony Plain late in 1892 when a post office was established and 
the government gave preference to the name common in the district 
before the arrival of the Germans. The coming of the railroad in 1905 
was responsible for the movement of the townsite to its present lo- 
cation, 


Expansion of the settlement began early in its history. Two 
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years after the Germans' arrival in Stony Plain, two members of the 
group were sent back to Austria to encourage others to immigrate, The 
effort was successful as a new group of settlers arrived in Stony 
Plain that year, In addition, some Germans already in North America 
found their way to Stony Plain from Ontario and the United States, 
Migration into the area continued until World War I, but at a slower 
rate. After the 1910s, few new German settlers arrived as they were 
cut off by the war, Yet, as in Beaumont, growth of the colony did 
not cease, for it has continued to expand through natural increase, 
Early expansion was to the south, but more recent expansion has been 
in a westerly direction, 

EARLY LANDSCAPE PATTERNS 

Discussion with the original settlers indicates that early land- 
scape patterns in Stony Plain differed little from those in Beaumont, 
It appears that in both areas, the new settlers quickly adopted the 
agricultural patterns of those around them. As early patterns in the 
two areas appear to be similar, a detailed discussion of the patterns 
in Stony would be repetitious, However, the significance of the wood- 
land to the Germans and two unique features should be mentioned, 

The natural parkland in the Stony area contained a considerable 
amount of bushland, and as wood was valued by the German settlers from 
Austria, wooded areas particularly attracted them. As Mr, Eichenlaub 
related, "wood was unavailable in Austria and had to be obtained from 


the marae, 1 Yet many who chose bush covered farms later rued their 
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xx1li. Typical terrain - Stony Plain 
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xxiii. A German enterprise in the village of Spruce 
Grove. 
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choice, for they soon discovered that extra labor was involved in 
clearing the land, 

Although not unique to the area, sod roofs were, due to necessity, 
most common in the early settlement of Stony Plain, Soon after the 
arrival of the Germans snow fell demanding the rapid erection of 
houses, Easily obtainable materials were used with the result that 
the sod roof was common in that first year. However, it was replaced 
as soon as possible by the shingle roof, for as one farmer put it, 

"in a house with a sod roof, it rains three days outside, then nine 
days pieidgt' 

The brick outdoor oven for family baking was a German import into 
the area, When used, the oven was heated until very hot by a fire 
inside it, As soon as the proper temperature was reached, the fire 
was scraped out and the bread was pushed in to bake. 

CHARACTER OF THE STONY PLAIN AREA TODAY 

Although Stony Plain is not as inward-looking or as homogeneous 
an area as Beaumont, its German heritage imparts cultural | Zusammen-~ 
hang to the area, The point was noted in a general plan prepared 
£orethe Stony Plain Municipal District. 

To the group memory of early privations formed during the 

difficult trek northward with its co-operative cattle her- 

ding and bread baking, swamps, and child birth in a wagon; 

and during the first tough years of building homes and 

farming from scratch--have been added the welding force 


of institutions of church and parochial school, and of the 
social life built upon them. In spite of a split amongst 


opars. comm,, Mr, Miller, Old People's Home, Stony Plain, March 
13; 1964 
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the Lutherans of German origin into different Synods-- 

one Canadian, one American--and in spite of the Canadi- 

anization of second and third generations, one has the 

impression that the Lutheran group, of German origin, 

forms the primary Stony Plain Community--that is, the 

group amongst whom economic interests are reinforced 

by a social relationship--on a personal, almost first- 

name basis, 

The fact that the group is not as isolated and as homogeneous as 
the Beaumont area results not only from a difference in attitude of 
the people but also from not being so greatly influenced by the church, 
and from being located on a main transportation route, The two commu- 
nity centers in Stony were located directly on a main transportation 
route and thus developed into larger service centers serving a larger 
area than the immediate German community with the result that they drew 
non-German elements into the community. As a result a more outward- 
looking attitude predominates in Stony Plain than in Beaumont, Thus 
there has been more expansion and more contact with the world outside 
the immediate farming community especially among the second generation 
members of the community. The original settlers, however, tend to keep 
to themselves as do the members of the Beaumont community. 

THE USE OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE IN STONY PLAIN 

The German language has not remained a vital part of the lives of 

the people as has the French language in Beaumont. The survey showed 


that only nine per cent of the people used German at all times in their 


homes, while forty-two per cent claim to use it sometimes depending 


ammenton District Planning Commission, A General Plan, The Muni- 


Gipalislretricteot Stonysblain, 1956;, p.. 25, 
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upon whether they are conversing with old timers or with children, 
Today few families teach the language to their children as they realize 
that the younger generation finds little practical use for it. One 
mother stated that she was "determined to teach German to all her 
children," but after attempting it with the oldest son, gave up the 
idea as it proved a hindrance rather than a help when he mixed with 
other a eee Lack of active use of the German language is also 
apparent in the Church, Of the six Lutheran churches in the area, 
only one, St. Matthew's of Stony Plain, holds services in German, Two 
services are held each Sunday with the 9;30 one in German and the 
11:30 one in English. Pastor Gehring stated that most persons in 
attendance at the early service are the older members of the community 
who still speak German and that the attendance at this service is only 
about one-fourth that at the later service, 
PRESENT DAY LANDSCAPE PATTERNS 

1. Churches 

Unlike Beaumont, more than one church and church denomination is 
found within the Stony Plain study area, Church distribution in Stony 
Plain is shown in Table XIV, 


TABLE XIV - CHURCH DISTRIBUTION - STONY PLAIN 


D oe Town of Village of Rural Total 
+} hiscaiaecaatl Stony Plain Spruce Grove Centers 

Lutheran #4 2 ng 6 
Roman Catholic iL ji 6) 2 
Pentecostal 1 ) O ni 

Alliance 1 p 0) Zz 
United 1 1 0) Z 
le Cal 6 a 2 13 


a 


seer comm, , Mrs. Ruben Schwindt, Stony Plain, July 24, 1964 


ne comm,, Rev. A, Gehring, St. Matthew's Evangelican Luthern 
Church, Stony Plain, August 5, 1964 
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As seen from the Table, almost half of the churches in the Stony 
area are of the pera ets denomination, (For examples see photos xxiv 
to xxvi). As the Lutheran Church has been historically associated with 
German-speaking Europe since the sixteenth century, this is not sur- 
prising. Neither is it surprising to find a greater number and diver- 
sity of churches here than in the Beaumont area, for both the rural and 
town population in Stony is larger and more diverse than that in Beau- 
moneoe Furthermore, in spite of the fact that all the original settlers 
were of the Lutheran faith, the church has not remained as dominant in 
the lives of the people as has the Catholic Church in Beaumont. Inter- 
views indicate that only seventy-seven per cent of the sample group 
claims adherence to the Lutheran Church, As might be expected, the 
Lutheran Church appears to be more dominant in the rural areas than in 
the community centers where the population is more diverse. This is 
exemplified by the presence of only Lutheran churches in the rural areas 
while Spruce Grove and Stony Plain show a diversity of denominations, 
2. Schools 

Table XV indicates the number of schools in the Stony Plain area, 


TABLE XV - SCHOOLS - STONY PLAIN 


School | Town of Village of Rural 
Stony Plain Spruce Grove Communities 
Elementary 2QRURLiC iaeup bic Lebobite 
1 Lutheran 
High School LePublic i Public 
Total 4 2 1 


ie projecting the population figures for the two sampled areas to 
the entire study area, the author would estimate the populations of the 
Stony Plain and Beaumont areas to be 1080 and 525 respectively. The esti- 
mates do not include towns and villages located within the study areas, 
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xxiv. St. Matthews Lutheran Church - Stony Plain, 
Note the sign announces services in both German and 
English, 


xxv. A modern Lutheran Church in the village of 
Spruce Grove, 
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xvi. A rural Lutheran Church at Rosenthal. 


xvii. The parochial school operated by St. Matt- 
hews Lutheran Church - Stony Plain. 
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As with churches, the greater number of schools as well as their 
diversity is due respectively to the larger and more heterogeneous 
population, With the exception of the Lutheran school in Stony Plain, 
educational facilities are not influenced by ethnic background, The 
Lutheran school dates back to 1911 when it was established northeast of 
the town of Stony Plain as a rural school by St. Matthew's Church of 
Stony Plain. This school operated until 1915 when the Department of 
Education ordered it closed "because of the intense national feeling 
which prevailed after the outbreak of the First World ie The 
school was re-opened in 1921 at which time the Department of Education 


' and once 


inspected it and declared it "inefficient for citizenship,' 
again it was ipod Nevertheless the German people kept their 
identity, and an expedition was sent to Mexico to negotiate for 

possible emigration. However, when the Department of Education heard 

of these plans, they relented and allowed the school to be re-opened 

in the spring of 1923. In the fall of the next year, a second Lutheran 
school was opened in the town of Stony Plain. Both the schools operated 
until 1950 when the rural school ceased to exist, for at that time a 

new central school was built in Stony Plain (see photo xxvii). 


The Lutheran school curriculum is similar to that of public 


schools with the addition of religious classes, Classes in religion 


By Gehring, Anniversary of Completion of Church Plant and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Christian Day School, 1961, p. ll. 


7¢.H, Raedeke, Fiftieth Anniversary of St, Matthew's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 1944, p. 22, 
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are held in all grades during the first period each morning, In 
addition grade eight students receive extra religious training in 
special confirmation classes, German has not been taught since the 
school was closed in 1915, Pastor Gehring said that there is no need 
for it today as few of the young people speak German, 
3, Architecture 

House types in Stony Plain do not show the similarity in either 
style or building materials that was found in the Beaumont study area, 
The same is true for barns, Whereas one barn type was preferred in 
Beaumont, various styles were found in Stony Plain. 
4, Out-buildings 

The kind and number of out-buildings does not appear to differ 
with the ethnic groups, but rather with the type of agriculture carried 
on by the individual farmer. As in Beaumont, each farmer had at least 
one granary, and machine sheds were second in universality. Other 
buildings were found to suit the needs of the farm, This is emphasized 
by the fact that poultry houses were more abundant in the Beaumont 
area where chickens are more numerous, Whereas pigsties were more 
common in the Stony area where pigs are important, 
5. Gardens 

Garden products in the German area range through a much wider 
variety than in Beaumont and reflect the Germanic background of the 
people. A stronger emphasis is placed upon cabbage and cabbage 
varieties, root crops, and gourd crops in Stony Plain than in Beaumont. 


Radishes are the only vegetable in this group which are more profuse 
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in the Beaumont area, Although these vegetables were not grown by all 
German farmers, the tendency to produce such crops is illustrated by 
a comparison of the percentages in Table XVI, 


TABLE XVI - PERCENTAGE OF FARMERS GROWING GARDEN CROPS - 
STONY PLAIN AND BEAUMONT 


Stony 


Crop Eisen Beaumont Crop Plain Beaumont 
Beans 100 94 Parsnips 68 44 
Beets 100 100 Peas 100 100 
Broccoli 18 0 Peppers 12 0 
Brussels Sprouts 18 0 Poppies She 0 
Cabbage 100 89 Potatoes 100 100 
Carrots oF 94 Pumpkins 62 28 
Cauliflower 94 Te Radishes i 94 
Corn 97 100 Raspberries ral 67 
Crab Apple Trees 18 LZ Rhubarb 97 83 
Kale 0 0 Spinach 38 39 
Kohlrabi 9 0 Squash 9 0 
Leeks iZ 0 Sunflowers i) 0 
Lettuce 100 100 Swiss Chard 21 a7 
Marrow 26 0 Tomatoes 85 100 
Onions 100 100 Turnips 91 83 


In addition, sunflowers and poppies were scattered throughout the 
German area, but none were found in the French Canadian gardens, As 
these garden crops are associated with East Europeans, there is some 
evidence for the influence of ethnic background on garden crops, 

6. Survey System _and Farm Size 

As discussed in Chapter III, farm survey systems in areas settled 
after 1872 do not vary from one ethnic group to another for the Town- 
ship and Range system has been standardized by the government since that 
time, Thus in Stony Plain, too, farm sizes are based upon 160 acre 
plots, Farms in the Stony Plain area average 338 acres or approximately 


75 acres larger than those in the Beaumont area and 31 acres larger than 
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the average in Census Division 11. However, farms in the Stony Plain 
census subdivision normally run larger than the average in Division ll 
(i.¢, 30/7 acres), lt follows thatthe quarter-section farm is; not: as 
frequent a feature in this area, as in Beaumont. Only eleven of the 
thirty-five farms studied were a quarter section or less as compared 
with twelve of twenty-one in Beaumont. Over one-half of the Stony 
Plain farms were a half section or larger. The facts are illustrated 
below in Table XVII. 


TABLE XVII - FARM SIZE, NUMBER OF FAMILIES, 
NUMBER OF PERSONS - STONY PLAIN - SUMMER 1964 


Nog o£ No: .s0t 
No,* Acres House- No, of No,* Acres House- No, of 
holds Persons holds Persons 
7 400 1 5 20 480 1 5 
2 800 2 14 25 320 Zz 8 
3 320 1 2 22 240 1 4 
4 320 1 5 23 640 1 4 
5 3.10 1 5 24 160 1 fi 
6 240 1 3 pie 240 bh 4 
yi 160 1 4 26 102 1 2 
8 160 1 B. ay 160 1 10 
9 160 u 5 20 160 a 4 
10 720 Zz 9 29 480 iL 4 
LL 320 2 7 30 640 Z 6 
1 320 rE 4 eal 1140 1 4 
1 320 i 4 is 160 u 2 
14 320 I 2 Be 480 1 3 
15 320 1 6 34 160 1. 9 
16 200 1 3 ‘ie 320 2 4 
17 160 2 8 Total 1632 42 178 
18 160 1 6 Av. 338 ho | 
19 240 1 4 


* Numbers on chart correspond to the numbers of farms 
sampled as shown on Map X, 


One interesting feature of farm size in both areas is its variation 
through the family cycle. The early pioneer and often the young farmer 
today begin farming with only one quarter section, The holding is 


frequently enlarged as the family size increases, As the children 


« 


nisl% ynose sf9 of amredt .ssvewonh .1f Basie) id 


. 
il coleivi of ogexeve ody mado tegzal nut vate 
ee Ast ce 
eb 200 af tr sOtoee-tetzenp ofa tong awn 03 az 
¥ a ay 


aly to poyels qleO .tnomipef nt as ,so%e abrid at ose B tneupezi 
beraques an east to noise Yodtsup « ovow hbo olny ovit~ysaids 


yors8 oy G0 Jfpd-one tovO tail ai enc-yinews 20 eviews dake 


| ar> 
boisvsenfit ove agoe2 off .veguel 2c -noisooe Ofsd 5 stew ante? olelt 


| \XIWK pice of woled 


, . “of ore 
QRIGINAY WO AMMUM [BNTE MAAT - TIVE RAT «=, 
see! TMA - UEAIS WHOLE - 2K0RMIT FO weal 3 


t¢ av ~<a DOr aston ~* on 
_20e7 93 _ sb lor tog ee 


ww 
ie is 19 be 


eS 


ie 


a ee 


OSi 
‘ Seif Issot 
ae BEE vA 


2 
BD 0 8 ee ee ey et oe ee es be i 
PROM enrEreH me mans oO 


Bs 
amse6i to exedumn offg oF toqeartras aaerio ne 
‘ K quit ¢ 


aoizeitty avi af asarandsiod af “ao 


TSTIsE genioy sia ao9a0 


er gribiod sit owe 


nsibS ito oft 2h 


78 


grow up and leave home, the size of the farm generally decreases; quar- 
ter sections are given to the sons so that they might start farming or 
the elderly couple no longer feels capable of running a large farm and 
so sells a large portion of their land. At the same time, a decrease 
in specialization may also occur, 
7, Farm. Population 

A comparison of Tables IX and XVII shows that the ratio of house- 
holds to farms in Stony is slightly larger than that in the Beaumont 
area with forty-two families living on the thirty-five farms. This 
appears to be a result of the presence of more large farms, for of the 
seven supporting two households, only one was smaller than a half 
section, Farmers owning large acreages encourage the presence of 
another family or of grown children so that greater help is available, 
In spite of the fact that farm sizes are larger in Stony Plain, the 
number of persons per farm averages less than in Beaumont, The com- 
parable figures are 5,1 and 6.2 respectively. As previously mentioned, 
the higher figure in Beaumont appears to result from the influence of 
the church on family size. 
8, Arrangement of Crops and Buildings 

As in Beaumont, no unique arrangement of crops and buildings dis- 
tinguishes the Germanic people from those around them, but rather the 
general patterns found on the prairies are prevalent, (see photo 
xxix for an example of a typical farmstead) 


9... Cropland 


As illustrated by Table XVIII, the Germans were found to maintain 
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xxviii. An example of a modern farm house in Stony 
Plain. It could also be considered typical of modern 
houses in the Beaumont area. 


xxix. A typical farmstead - Stony Plain. 
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TABLE XVIII - AGRICULTURAL LAND USES - STONY PLAIN 


Crops Acres Belt. No -Calti= % Total “3 of Total No,of Farms 


Land vating Area Acreage Sold Selling 
Barley-Feed 2489 Boek 29 ZV) 24.8 16 
Barley-Malt 1583 16.8 11 TSs4 of, 7 10 
Oats L432 $e.2 26 bee) 833 4 
Wheat 684 faa 18 ae 823-3 iis 
Mixed Grain 48 Oo 2 0.4 - 0 
Alfalfa 887 9.5 20 Vee 0.3 il 
Clover 62 Ox7 5 Oma - 0 
Tame Hay 390 4,2 16 ha Der 1 
Wild Hay 30 - 3 Oa ~ 0 
Fallow 907 9.6 19 i) - = 
Pasture * 922 9.8 ao 1.8 - - 
Woodland 1396 - 28 Ev6 - - 
Broken 43 - Z 0.4 - - 
Unspeci fied 959 - - ot = = 
Lotal 11832 100. 0 LOGO 


a smaller portion of their land under cultivation than were the French 
Canadians. The Stony Plain sample included 11, 832 acres. Of this, 
9,404 acres were under cultivation representing seventy-one per cent 

or twenty-one per cent less than the area under cropland in Beaumont; 
this is a part of the overall picture of less specialization and inten- 
sification found in the Stony area, 

Crop preferences are similar to those in Beaumont with cereal 
erains being the most popular followed by alfalfa, and other tame hays 
(see Table XVIII). Between them, barley and oats occupy fifty-eight 
per cent of the cultivated land, a figure extremely close to the 
fifty-seven per cent for Beaumont, There is a difference, however, in 
the use for which the barley is grown, Thirty-one per cent of the far- 
mers in Stony were found to grow malting barley which accounts for 


seventeen per cent of the total cultivated area, For various reasons not all 


* This category includes all pasture, 
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of this barley grown is sold for malting. Before sale, malting barley 
must meet the standard of quality established by the Canadian Wheat 
Board, That which does not meet this standard is either used on the 
farm for feed or is sold as feed barley. If the standard is met, how- 
ever, quotas may not allow the farmer ta sell the entire crop for 
malting purposes, As the quality of the barley varies from year to year 
it is, difficult to predict how much will be sold each year,, The usual 
case appears to be that the farmer sells at least half of the crop and 
retains half for feeding purposes, 

Wheat is beginning to reappear in contrast to the Beaumont area 
where only ten acres was found, Farmers claim to have stopped growing 
it in the past due to an overcrowded market, and to have begun again 
within the last three years because chances for selling at a good price 
have ueeoied. Many dislike growing large quantities for it depletes 
the soil and the early seeding required is conducive to wild oats, As 
can be seen by the small percentage of cultivated land occupied by 
wheat and by the large number of farmers growing it, acreages are small. 
Still, farmers are willing to devote some land to wheat for its cash 
value, as the average net income return per acre is approximately $12.00 
more than that for either barley or pate 

The farmers of both areas emphasize the growth of cereal crops for 
feed, but in Stony there is a greater tendency toward the growth of 


cash crops as exemplified by the presence of larger amounts of malting 


Orb ts is in a large part influenced by recent sales to the Soviet 


Union, 


a nayd, comm,, Dr. Love, Dept. of Agricultural Economics, Univer- 
sity of Alberta, Statistics compiled for l6-year period 1941-1962, 
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barley and of wheat, 

Hay and pasture as indicated in Table XVIII are not as plentiful 
in the Stony area as in Beaumont. This results partially from the 
presence of fewer cattle and more hogs and thus less of a demand for 
hay and pasture, Furthermore, because farms are larger, but the 
animal population is not, the percentage of hay and pasture needed to 
support them need not be as large. In addition considerably more wood- 
land is present in Stony Plain and it is frequently utilized as supp- 
lementary pasture land, Together hay and improved pasture occupy 
twenty-four per cent of the cultivated area compared to thirty-four 
per cent in Beaumont. Of this total, pasture occupies ten per cent 
and hay crops fourteen per cent with alfalfa, as normal for the area, 
being the most prominent hay crop. 

The percentage of land in summer fallow does not differ signi- 
ficantly from that in Beaumont with nineteen farmers fallowing just under 
ten per cent of the cultivated land area, The farmers practising summer 
fallowing claimed it was most useful in the control of weeds, 

10. Non-crop Agricultural Land Uses 

One feature encountered here, but not in the French Canadian area 
was the breaking of new land which occurred this year on two of the 
sampled farms. One farm was well established and the other was owned 
by a young farmer trying to build up his farm, In both cases, how- 
ever, the broken land was newly acquired this year, 

Woodland is more common in the Stony area than in Beaumont, 


accounting for twelve per cent of the land area as compared to three 
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per cent in Beaumont, Whereas the wooded areas in Beaumont were 
generally small patches along streams or lakes, the wooded areas in 
Stony average much larger, for they can be found to represent unbroken 
land as well as the smaller plots around waterways. As the German 
settlers valued the presence of wooded areas, they did not demolish 
them as rapidly as the Beaumont settlers, Furthermore, on some farms 
the larger size does not necessitate the use of all land for agri- 
cultural production, 
ll. Livestock 

In spite of the larger farm size, animals play a slightly less 
important part in the economy of Stony Plain than in that of Beaumont 
as can be seen by a comparison of Tables XI and XIX. The two areas 


TABLE XIX - LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY - STONY PLAIN 


Pees te Absolute No,of Farmers Av. Number FAO Animal 
Numbers Stocking Animals Per Farm Units 

Beef Cattle 885 21 29:5 708.0 

Dairy Cattle 600 26 UBF get 480.0 

Horses 19 6 OF 2 BN je 

Sheep 18 2 OLD ine 

Swine 2057 26 58.2 407.4 

Total Animals 3559 - 1016 Locoee 

Chickens 3992 Ze 114.0 

Turkeys 128 9 ef. 

Ducks 20 3 0:6 

Geese 18 4 OU, 

Total Poultry 4158 Liss 


differ in regard to emphasis on types of animals with dairy cattle 
being more important in Beaumont and hogs more important in Stony 
Plain, Hogs, however, are not as important as indicated by the figures 


in Table XIX, for as seen in Tabhe XX one farm alone accounts for 150 
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TABLE XX - FAO ANIMAL UNITS PER FARM - STONY PLAIN 


eaeaosns=$=$=$@ommmmaa9S9SSSSSScnerncr 


ae ae Horses Sheep Swine Total 

1! 56.0 4,0 10.8 70.0 

Z 144.0 10.0 1.4 155.4 

3 0.4 L50,.0 150.4 

4 60.0 9.6 a20 6.0 13,0 

a 12.8 t2e8 

6 4.0 4.0 

r O50 0.0 

8 16. 0 4,0 7.0 27.9 

g Zo), 6 2596 

10 104, 0 13.0 30.0 135..0 
Li 60.0 4.0 12:6 76,0 
rz L6,.0 LU, 8 26,0 
Lg 4,8 8.0 bSe0 2580 
14 0.0 0.0 0.0 
15 20.0 20.0 40.0 
16 ae 0 7.0 1726 
17 15.2 bz6 16,8 
18 25.0 8.0 12.6 46,2 
1g 028 16,8 7.6 25,8 
20 4,0 8.0 L770 £9 a0 
2 BI a2 592 
ae Eis2 Liy¢ 2200 
23 62.4 62.4 
24 18.4 4,6 2oa0 
25 k2ge 9x0 2148 
26 8.0 Vira 13.0 
Zh 41.6 620 47.6 
28 4,0 Be 10.0 1 2 
29 24.0 20.8 b,0 10,0 3DaS 
30 8.0 28.0 10.0 46.0 
eal 104.0 = ae LOPS 
32 4,8 70 Le 
5, 80.0 2.4 Jol) hol 91.4 
34 rr 6 13:0 pe Lie 
Sh) 32.60 10.4 Zi 13.0 59.4 
Total 708.0 480.0 BoU ii 407.4 T616.2 


of the 407 FAO hog units. Yet despite this, hogs still maintain a 
greater importance here, for as Maps XII and XIII and Tables XII and 
XX indicate many farmers in Stony keep a limited number of hogs, 


while in Beaumont farmers tend to either keep none or to specialize 
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in them, Their universality in Stony stems from the presence of many 
dairy cattle, but little fluid milk industry, The milk is separated 
with the cream being sold and the milk used for feeding hogs. Thus 

the combination of hogs and dairy cattle is frequent, This illustrates 
the difference in specialization between the two areas - Beaumont 
farmers tend to concentrate on one type of animal, while Stony Plain 
farmers frequently keep a few of two or more types. 

Types of animal breed were not found to differ between the two 
areas, In Stony as in Beaumont, a similarity is exhibited in preference 
of breed, Furthermore, the farmers in both areas preferred the same 
breeds, Stony farmers also chose Hereford, Holsteins, and Yorkshires 
for their beef cattle, dairy cattle and hogs, respectively. 

Whereas an analysis of farm types in the Beaumont area gives a 
good indication of the importance of various animals, the same does 
not hold true for Stony Plain, for income is derived from a variety of 
sources and the mixed farm or mixed livestock farm is the norm A 
comparison of the following Table with Table XII for Beaumont indicates 
much less specialization in Stony than in Beaumont, 


TABLE XXI - FARM TYPES - STONY PLAIN 


Beef 3 Dairy 3 
Hogs 3 Grain 2 
Mixed Livestock 2 Mixed he 


LZ) .boultry 


Poultry production is not so widespread in the Stony area as in 


Beaumont, for not only is the percentage of families keeping chickens 
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smaller, but also the number of chickens per farm is less, (A com- 
parison of Maps IX and XI illustrates this difference.) Twenty-two 
of the thirty-five farmers in the Stony sample keep chickens with the 
average number of chickens per farm being 114 as compared to the 404.8 
per farm in the Beaumont area, The comparable figure for Census Divi- 
sion 11 is 173.3, The Stony average is smaller than that of Beaumont 
because a smaller percentage of farmers keep chickens and most of those 
who do keep them for a supply of eggs and meat for their own use, not 
for the sale of eggs, This difference will be further examined in 
Chapter V. 
13. Machinery 

As in the Beaumont area, needed machinery is owned by the majority 
of the farmers with sharing or hiring being relatively infrequent, The 
type of machinery owned depends upon the type of farming done and the 
prosperity of the farmer, 
14, Non-agricultural Land Uses 

As was the case in Beaumont, non-agricultural uses of the land 
were limited to the population centers, However, income from non- 
agricultural employment is much more frequent in Stony Plain than in 
Beaumont, for twelve households had members of the family employed off 
the farm. In addition, three farms have members who work temporarily 
off the farm, This greater diversity in source of income appears to 
reflect the greater willingness of the German people to associate 


with and use the resources of the surrounding. community into which 


they are gradually blending. 
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SUMMARY OF UNIQUE LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

The Stony Plain landscape is characterized, as is the Beaumont 
landscape, by distinctive features which obviously result from ethnic 
background, The remnants of the German language, the Lutheran Churches, 
the Lutheran School, and a preference for certain garden crops are all 
indicative of the people's heritage, At the same time, the. landscape 
was distinct from that in Beaumont in ways which do not obviously 
result from a German background, These features include farm size, 
a lack of specialization and intensification, and a large amount of 
mixed farming. However, the large majority of the features were 


similar to those of the surrounding district and to the Beaumont area, 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of the study has been to discern whether or not the 
Stony Plain and Beaumont ethnic group settlements have left distinct 
imprints upon the landscape, or, on the other hand, whether or not 
economic and environmental pressures and possibilities have led them 
to develop patterns indistinguishable from other prairie settlement, 
As has been emphasized in the foregoing studies, it is often difficult 
to assess the degree of influence ethnic groups have had upon the land- 
scape, Difficulties arise in the attempt to separate the pressures of 
the group from the myriad other factors affecting the landscape. The 
detailed survey of the two areas emphasized this point, for it was 
noted that while a few of the variations between the study areas obviously 
have resulted from ethnic differences, most needed further explanation, 
The first part of this chapter is an attempt to review and explain these 
variations; the latter part offers conclusions based on the variations, 

REVIEW OF VARIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO STUDY AREAS 

1, Variations Apparently Due to Ethnic Background 

As has been discussed, languages spoken, schools, and churches of 
both areas obviously have been influenced by the ethnic background of 
the people. In all cases, these features have been adopted from the 


group's cultural heritage. 
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On the whole, the similarity of architectural patterns in Beaumont 
has resulted from the influence of the settlers' French Canadian heri- 
tage. The steeply pitched roofs which typify Beaumont were copied 
from houses common in Quebec, There snowfall is high and the roofs 
are pitched so that snow will slide off rather than Aegon tera 
Dormers also are a common architectural feature which were reproduced 
by the French Canadian settlers in Beaumont, In both areas, they have 
served to increase space by providing for small rooms under the steeply 
pitched #0663. ~ The colorful painting of stones around the foundations 
and doors of houses is common throughout Central Alberta, However, it 
appears to be more common in Beaumont than in most other locales. The 
frequent use of color on the houses in Beaumont is not surprising as is 
illustrated by Traquair's description of a typical Quebec villager: 

"The habitant has a good eye for colour and will produce the most astoni- 
shing effects with the common house paints of Spnmanee aC It has been 
suggested to the author that the porches as described on page 47, photos 
xv and xvi,are similar to those found in Quebec. No unequivocal evi- 
dence was found. Nevertheless their frequency suggests that they have 


either been imported from Quebec or emerged independently in the area 


Iu. Hubbard, The Development of Canadian Art, National Gallery of 
Canada, Ottawa, 1963, p. 221. 


rameay Traquair, The Old Architecture of Quebec, Macmillan, Toronto, 
LS Ab ise Dew . 


3traquair, The Old Architecture of Quebec, 1947, p. 61. 
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and spread throughout it due to the close-knit nature of the group. 
The use of stucco as a building material was probably not brought to 
Beaumont by the French speaking settlers, Rather it reflects the use 
of an available material which was known throughout the area. 

The frequency of gourds, root crops, and cabbage varieties in the 
Stony Plain area is difficult to relate to ethnic background. The 
difficulty results from the impracticability of establishing the major 
localities of these crops in the homeland. However, on the basis that 
higher percentages of these vegetables are grown in the Stony Plain 
study area and that they are commonly associated with eastern European 
cooking, it appears that the German background may be responsible. 

2, Variations Resulting in Part from Ethnic Background and in Part 
from Other Factors 

Farms in Stony Plain, as previously mentioned, average approximately 
seventy-five acres larger than those in Beaumont where quarter section 
farms are frequent (compare Tables IX and XVII). This is less signifi- 
cant when it is realized that farm sizes in the Stony Plain census sub- 
division average larger than those in the Leduc Subdiereton The 
comparable figures are 312.7 acres and 280.9 acres respectively. A 
number of factors have combined to enlarge this difference, Firstly, 
land values have been higher in Beaumont for a longer period of time 
than in Stony Plain. It has been suggested that this relates partially 


to the fact that Beaumont lies closer to the agricultural processing 


Beaumont is located in the Leduc census subdivision, 
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plants in Edmonton which tend to be in the eastern portions of the city, 
and that the sand hills lying between Edmonton and Stony Plain in- 
hibited the spread of intensive agriculture to the west.? High land 
values tend to minimize farm size and encourage agricultural speciali- 
zation, In addition, the church has been of some influence, The area, 
being almost one hundred per cent Catholic, large families have been 
encouraged, and due to the subdivision of land among the heirs, few 
extensive land holdings have ee For example, one especially 
prosperous farmer claims to have once owned nine quarter sections in 
Beaumont. Now only three remain as the others have been given to his 
ee The result has been large families and intensive labor on 
relatively small farms. It is similar to the situation in Quebec with 
the exception that farm sizes have not been reduced to less than the 
quarter section. In contrast to this, average land values in Stony 
Plain have not been as high and the average family size is somewhat 
smaller, thus farm sizes are larger, 
3. Variations Requiring Explanation Other Than Ethnic Background 

The basic variation in agricultural patterns between the two areas 
is the greater specialization, especially in dairying, and the larger 


percentage of land under production in Beaumont, Small farm sizes and 


Lae. comm,, T,A, Peterson, Agricultural Secretary, Department of 
Extension, University of Alberta, Nov. 9, 1964, 


SP iidearine the influence of ethnic background through the church, 


pare. comm,, Mr, P. Bérubé, Edmonton, July 22, 1964, 
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traditionally high land values have forced the farmer to specialize and 
to put most of his land into agricultural production in order to gain 

the maximum economic return for the land, In addition, dairying has 
added to specialization, for it usurps most of the farmer's time and 
land making it difficult to carry on ether animal or crop enterprises. 
The prevalence of dairy farming is not surprising, for Edmonton's milk- 
shed has traditionally been to the southeast of the ane 5 Furthermore, 
dairying can easily be adapted to the quarter section farm providing the 
farmer is willing to specialize. Once dairying becomes established 
within an area like Beaumont, it tends to spread within the area rather 
than to a new locale. This is due to the convenience of milk collection 
and to the fact that a farmer is more likely to make a start in dairying, 
which requires considerable capital, if he can learn the ins and outs 
from a neighbor, The location of the dairy belt southeast of Edmonton 
illustrates well the fact that the dairy industry is not associated with 
one particular ethnic group, for groups of English and German settlers 
are also present, 

The Germans in Stony Plain, having generally had cheaper adjacent 
land, larger farms, and not being located in the traditional dairy belt, 
have not found it necessary to specialize or to put as much of their 
land into agricultural production, Instead mixed farming with a con- 
centration upon hogs is the norm, The greater number of hogs fits into 
the picture of less specialization, for hogs are frequently kept in 
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combination with dairy cattle in areas where there is no fluid milk 
industry. The cream is sold and the milk is fed to the hogs. 

The incidence of a large number of chickens in the Beaumont area 
is telated to a variety of factOrse/ Si Firstly, sellingcaf eggs can be 
expected in the area, for egg marketing tends to be found in districts 
which are close to the market and where land values are relatively 
high, As pointed out, both are true of Beaumont. Small flocks of 
chickens were popular in both study areas with the original inhabitants, 
especially among the housewives who were often allowed the income as 
pocket money. With changing times, however, it has become uneconomical 
to sell eggs from less than about two thousand idee teertaen, Stony Plain 
farmers adjusted to this condition by either increasing their flocks 
or ceasing to sell eggs, Many Beaumont farmers, on the other hand, cling 
to smaller broods still attempting to market eggs. The continuance of 
this practice in spite of its being uneconomical appears to be due to 
the inward-looking attitude and cohesiveness of members of the community. 
In 1945 a prominent resident of the area founded an egg co-operative 
in the a tages +? Most Beaumont residents supported the co-operative 
because it was local. However, with the increasing domination of the 
ega market by larger enterprises, the co-operative ceased to operate 
efficiently and was forced to sell out in the summer of 1964, Yet 


many Beaumont farmers still desire to sell eggs from their small flocks, 


Spars comm, Mr, Gylander, District Agriculturalist, Leduc, 1964 


Ppa rae comm,, T.A, Rivard, Beaumont, July 22, 1964 
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The District Agriculturalist for the area suggests this may result from 
the fact that as a whole French Canadians in the area are a little 
slower at both adopting new ideas and abandoning old ones, 
CONCLUSIONS 

1, In Both Areas Ethnic Influence is Lessening With Time. 

a, Attitudes of the People are Changing 

The processes of acculturation are producing a younger generation 
which is receptive to change while older persons are reluctant to alter 
their beliefs and ideas to meet new surroundings and changing times, 
District Agriculturalists have found this to be especially true in ref- 
erence to the adoption of new farming methods, The original settlers 
are neither likely to seek out advice for new techniques, nor are they 
likely to be easily persuaded to try new methods, The reluctance of 
older persons to use ferilizer exemplifies this point. When immigration 
occurred, the unbroken land, rich in minerals and humus, required no 
fertilization. Now that the soils are being depleted, many first 
generation settlers are not willing to change their farming methods to 
compensate for it. The Stony Plain District Agriculturalist suggests 
that when trying to persuade first generation settlers to accept a new 
idea, logical reasoning has little effect. Many can be persuaded only 
by proving the worth of the new idea in their neighborhood, 

b, Original Features are Deteriorating 

Time is also lessening the influence of ethnic background through the 

deterioration of features placed in the area by the original settlers, 


This, for example, was found to be especially true of architecture in 
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Beaumont. Only one modern house in the area was found to exhibit 
French Canadian architectural characteristics. In both study areas, 
the new houses being constructed are one-story structures with at 
least one large plate glass window in the front (photo xxviii). The 
disappearance of outdoor ovens from the Stony Plain area also illu- 
strates) this point. 
2, The Attitudes of the People and the Nature of the Area May Encourage 

the Presence of Certain Features, 

a, Beaumont 

In Beaumont, it was found that similarity of certain architectural 
patterns and the predominance of chickens were in part related to 
Beaumont's being a homogeneous close knit community. 

b. Stony Plain 

A less close knit nature and more outward looking attitude in Stony 
Plain-do not tend to encourage the similarity of certain features as 
in Beaumont. These factors do appear, however, to help account for 
the greater diversity of income sources in Stony Plain (as discussed 


in Chapter IV). 


32m lpy thes Twos Study. Areas Ethnic, Influences Has: Ltse Greatest» Effecte'on 


Features of the Landscape Which Do Not Provide Economic Returns to 


the Farmer, 

The division of landscape features into those which are associated 
with economic returns and those which are not, is perhaps an artificial 
one, It was made after comparing items listed in the questionnaire 
with those items obviously influenced by the two ethnic settlements, The 


comparison indicated that all features in the questionnaire which do not 
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provide economic returns to the farmer were influenced to some degree 
by ethnic be burenienre These include language, schools, churches, gar- 
dens and architecture and were discussed in the first section of this 
chapter, This is not to say that all features in the study areas not 
associated with the money-making capacity of the farmer would be in- 
fluenced by ethnic origin. It must be remembered that the list of 
features studied was a selective one, and that part of the basis for 
selection was a suspicion that ethnic background might affect these 
features, That these items have been influenced by ethnic background 
is not surprising, As they do not influence economic returns and, with 
the exception of gardens, do not depend heavily upon the physical en- 
vironment, they are not overly sensitive to economic trends and physical 
controls, Thus they may more easily persist as expressions of ethnic 


background, 


4, Ethnic Influence upon Features of the Landscape Which Do Provide 
Economic Returns to the Farmer Was Negligible In the Study Areas, 


The majority of features studied which relate to the income-making 
ability of the farmer did not vary between the two areas, or from the 
norm for Central Alberta, When explanations for the variations which 
did occur were established it was found that factors other than ethnic 
background accounted for the differences, This is illustrated by the 
discussion of the differences in specialization in amount of land under 
Gropy and tin’ aninial distribution’ ‘for 'the “two areas.*) Eurthermore 2a 
ethnic background was found to have any effect on these features, it 
was indirectly through present day pressures and attitudes of the 


population, not by the passing down of a tradition, This was found to 
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be true in the case of an abundance of chickens and the partial in- 
fluence on farm size in Beaumont. On the whole, as these features 
affect the income-making ability of the farmer, they are more sus- 


ceptible to environmental and economic pressures than to ethnic background, 


5. When Viewed as a Whole, the Study of the Two Areas Reveals that 


Ethnic Settlement Has Had Little Effect Upon the Rural Landscape 


in Those Areas, 

The majority of landscape features do not vary between the two areas 
or from the normal pattern for Central Alberta. Many of those which do 
differ owe their variance to other than ethnic background, Furthermore, 
those features which have been directly influenced by ethnic background 
occupy a small portion of the landscape in comparison to those features 
not affected, Thus the findings indicate that although the two ethnic 
eroup settlements studied have remained identifiable due to the presence 
of the descendants of the original settlers and due to the social relation- 
ships which bind them together, few features have been brought into or 
developed in the areas' landscapes which can be said to be lastingly and 
distinctively German or French Canadian, 

The author suggests that similar studies of other French Canadian 

and German settlements (with the exception of such sects as Hutterites 
and Mennonites) would also reveal few distinctive landscape patterns, 
However, the same would not be true for all types of ethnic groups. For 
example, the patterns of less intensive agricultural production are common 
on Indian reservations, and the communal living practices of the Hutterites 
form a distinctive landscape pattern, Thus, in order to understand what 
part the findings from this study play in the overall picture of land- 


Scape patterns in Central Alberta, numerous other studies would need to 


be undertaken, 


~ai Isiozeq oddobne aneilotdo: Sin sonetinds 30 4 
aexutaat seed as ,slodw sda nO. some mk pe Yi 


~sue stom-are yedd , recent eds. to ysiiide) oen-ttiaaesacia 


 brvorgaond oimdite of ners es maesag > handinasis bas Ingnomnozhveg, 0d stein: 


as5%n Owl arid ngowsad ytav jon ob iaendal eqsoabasl 20 Ydaotam OFF «1 ne 
ob foldw seordd 20 ymeM .cazedfA fesdns) +03 naeddeq Jemsom efftimest a6 
csomisigayt = .bawowgaogd stants sedi yarto 04, sons ixeyv keds 9wo 192 ib 
bavozgiged otaiie xd beoneulias ylaserlb need sved doidw aesangh esos 
goivjssit secds of ianssaaein ak sqnosbant edd 30 sotizeq Liema RR 
sindije ows off2 dgnodsis Jedd easotbad annabnda ai evil beavers joa . 
soneastq slit 02 sat eidsiiitaebi bonismss ever betbuje atnomelasee quo3e 
»-nolisisz isiooa, std 02 sol brs etelijee Lanigkze edd 20 arnebneogeb o4i3 ety 
10 o3nk idguotd need oval sotw3eet wet. ~xediepod mods Aart eee, 
bra vigaisass. ed od bisa ed aso doldw seqsoebatl "6978 ot ak boo teves | 
ethene), donex'l x0 aeenod vtoussanivedb 
msibsosd docetl gedao 20 eetbuie asiimte isd advogaue rodaioe os, nls 
ee ee ey avligeaxe ods dain) summing | 
_ ,antediag eqsoabnel ovisontsetb wer isoyst oels biwow ¢ 
x08 -equotg otnrdss to, esqy? Sis 20d euxd od eae won ts 
HOMMOD S56 nottoubo rg Istwiinoiags enema aterth 9 


aod lteisun pr to ascltoergq gaivil Isnimoo basal sn 


inet » ms : ij 
oP wp Sa ‘ 7 . ati, sa gc j 
jaw bontessbna of ‘aphiet ak. evel G8 980) wae A 


+ A Me 6 
7a poeeine ry coe 
‘sbnal 20 sthitoig’ si ad atid nk wl Xb bt a 
a. pa pare” Oey 


o2 b e ti soibusé 7 ; ft 
sen bivew oh Ana feza ‘4 
rn "e aa ’ ; 


yf a fi a, ee Moe 


i f ' 


a! f 5ia 
ae | : 
gins ma een Wi 

“+ ok Le ¢ ; . 


a @ Love topmenn, Sys rey 2h Sony E ka hs, 


iat te at : oo. Seb s re, 


faites ee 1" Atbyrea, mae Ls obead. Mages ce 
“y el ja _ “> 


. “changing Sale ey mee tm Be shatchow on,” ae Mien. 
; » Ped, 1958 ae Abs 


af * , 
. , Betthsh S: ° | ~ O11 x A P raw 
a ie ~~ Ext beta sexe te A i e5ee Caped a 2 S£Sy Lane 
Fancy 


Lon do a . woz, 2 Ne . 


= 


th, 3. and GM, Haghes, a ks Bit PE ke Koei con Pagerie.. 
c.3 kite ‘ea, Pro lim aery Re; poxr> é” ’ . ap ht Conus c ie c , Alvot ta, 


mn 1962, 40, ‘PR. 
$,, Shovex Par An ables 108)-1921, 1953, 32 wr. _ 
phand, Leg Béruby de i. pawgut. Publ i sted Privube iy, TA pe. ; 


ya, BLY. a py. 3aS~t0e, 


P yn pies Ripert Past. and. aces, Vol, J, Pidnect Mistorical Tubitwning 
acago, — 7% OM 


Chimeric. a Miles for 


1 Cran: on, ¥a) “ne Rid rr t ta, 
pera of Tr Abo , Faran By BB, Ws PP. 


on Pats Ri vtohes , 
ty 


+5 


waleh,- Pri , Aiedieen Geographicns fectaty Spevin! 
panion Ro, co ise a. pp. ; 
a a ss ; 


orgs 5 eesti berta, 1937, 
bares, Bs Fe» +4 


< beiee td athens ednets 
Wy 194 7 


“ats Coa: 
Sans 


Beinn, "Sekt bets Ht batters ie in Mi tite Cmieda, L407-<9 Aé, “Gace, Exy, , 


re 
> =a) sic ateng 2 
a | 
2 ee ee 


a > 
Ci bes Gen 96 7eidine (oe ays ; 
_ nee. oa 5 -~Gaanne oot: 


> ipa’ oo 


Dn? Vee) pe) 0G 0 F400 6 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Alberta, Department of Industry and Development, Survey of Stony Plain, 
eos, 12 pp. 


Alberta, Government of, Report of the Hutterite Investigation Committee 
Edmonton, 1959, 46 pp. 


L'Association Canadienne-Francaise de 1'Alberta, Congrés Général Rapports 
des Comités, 1962 


Baker, W.B., "Changing Community Patterns in Saskatchewan," Can, Geog. 
Journal, Feb. 1958, pp. 44-56. 


Barr, I.M,, British Settlements in North-Western Canada on Free Land 
Grants, London, 1902, 25 pp. 


Bayrock, L.A, and G,M, Hughes, Surficial Geology of the Edmonton District, 
Alberta, Preliminary Report 62-6, Research Council of Alberta, 


Edmonton, 1962, 40 pp. 


Berrys ol <P Clover Bar in the Making 1881-1931, 1931, 32 pp. 


0) 2 5) 
Bérubé, Roland, Les Bérubé de Beaumont, Published Privately, 38 pp. 


Bird, J. Brian, "Settlement Patterns in Maritime Canada, 1687-1886, "Geog, Rev. , 
Vol. XLV, 1955, pp. 385-404. 


Blue, John, Alberta Past and Present, Vol. 1, Pioneer Historical Publishing 
Co.; Chicago, 1924, 451 pp, 


Boughner, C,C,., R.W. Longley and M,K, Thomas, Climatic Summaries for 
Selected Meteorological Stations in Canada, Volume III Frost Data, 
Meteorological Division, Department of Transport, Toronto, 1956, 94 pp. 


Bowman, Isaiah, The Pioneer Fringe, American Geographical Society Special 


Publieation, No... 13, New, York,,.1931.,, 361 pp. 


Bowser, W.E, et al, Soil Survey of the Edmonton Sheet (83-H), Canada 
Department of Agriculture, 1962, 66 pp. 


Byrne, T,.C,, The Ukrainian Community in North Central Alberta, 1937, 
Unpublished M,A, Thesis, University of Alberta, 98 pp. 


Canada, Dept. of Agriculture, University of Alberta and Alberta Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Alberta Farm Guide - 1963, 184 pp. 


Canada, Department of Transport, Meteorological Branch, Temperature and 


Pcecipitation Normals for Canadian Weather Stations Based on the 
Period 1921-1950, 1959, 33 pp. 


, Meteorological Summary 1963, Long Term Records 


1881-1963, Edmonton, Alberta, p. 1/7. 


om 
é 
YRGAROOLIEIa ' @@ rity 
ihe. 


eels 461022 to youre Snemqolsvett bas vsaubal alia 
P “ed 


was waved noises! i 93) odd Ro iO InsmatgvOD 46 ; 
7 qq od° ,c2eL pee “— . 


aizoganh [a 3nd0 agtgmo9 SITodIA'L ob a2 leonsyl-ennsibacsd sendnitehd - 
caer ’ 
‘“¢ 


poet ced “ cewadodjedesé ok antoyse2 yo inwanod gatgnedd" mt w. gsi 
82-0) qq 82el .dod ee 


cG mae 


boat set) ao sheng) ores J homo ljIsoG nets fy 
67g 2g ¢ oer 1eanc B20 ID fo : 


Jobnjei0 nozsombG of3 o ypoloe) Estoiiu8 .asrigull M,9 bas Al loon yas 4 
,eiaedIA io Llonwod dorssesf ,6-8$8 jzoqgeHh yrenimifoert ? aa 
«qq Od .SdeF ,n03 


qq SE ,f€@L ,Teer-188 | oe vert 5 
.qq SC .viessvint bedatldut Anomaed eb Bdvsae gel bre Los une 
hs 


: Vai. goon" oB61-(00L .sbened omt+ivaM oi enzstied tosmeii3c8" anise - L bata 
06-268 99 ceeL VIX 100 ae ° 


7 5 <s 
aq fee Ser wogeoti® (00 


va 


* 


gninderidwi Issivogeli resnord .f Lov 


301 | Beatin L? 


aye 2ddpatio 
B20 a tear4 Lit amuloY a: 


mae AM bits volgaod ake os F 
qq SG .o@ef ~ on nox oT ogame? 10 Saeed16q: o 


[siseqé yistov® Issinqerges® nesitemh , 


-7q £88 Leet aa wel .€f .. 


shseaad , H-€65 
.NEGE ofS. ad fh « SL ii 
“24 30 82 


~dieqex sdroediA bus ntgradfA to yds 
-4q eel ho 3 j 


~ SL Ee $i. 


bos Sid eto ieigy oo ag: 


100 


Canada, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Fourth Census of Canada 1901, 
Vol, I, Population, Ottawa, 1902, pp. 392-396. 


» Seventh Census of Canada, 1931, Vol. II, Ottawa, 1932, pp. 318-19, 


pp. 476-77. | 


, 1961 Census of Canada Population Ethnic Groups, Bulletin 1.2-5 
Ottawa, 1962, 


,» 1961 Census~of Canada, Agriculture, Bulletin 5,3-3, Ottawa,1962. 


Card, B.Y., The Canadian Prairie Provinces from 1870 to 1950 - A Socio- 
loeiteal Introduction, J.M. Dent & Sons, Torento, 1960, 


Culliton, I.T., Assisted Emigration and Land Settlement With Special 
Reference to Western Canada, McGill U. Econ, Studies No, 9, Feder- 


ated Press Limited, Montreal, 1928, 79 pp. 


Currie, B.W,, Prairie Provinces and Northwest Territories Vegetative and 
Frost Free Seasons, Physics Dept., Univ. of Saskatchewan, 1954, 23 pp. 


Dawson, Carl A., Group Settlement, Ethnic Communities in Western Canada, 
Canadian Frontiers of Settlement, Vol, VII, Macmillan, Toronto, 1936, 


S95 Ops 


Dawson, Carl A, and Eva R, Younge, Pioneering in the Prairie Provinces: 
The Social Side of the Settlement, Canadian Frontiers of Settlement, 


Vote Vilty-Macmi lian, “toronto, 1940, “334 pp. 


Edmonton District Planning Commission, The Municipal District of Stony 
Plain. eb, 1956, 39: pps. 


Eggleston, Wilfrid, "The People of Alberta," Can, Geog, Journ, Vol. XV, 
ieee, CCL. £937, pp. 212422, 


England, Robert I., The Central European Immigrant in Canada, Macmillan, 
Toronto, 1929, 238 pp. 


, The Colonization of Western Canada - a Study of Contemporary 
Land Settlement 1896-1934; P.S, King & Son,Ltd., London, 1936, 341 pp. 


Fortier, Hilaire J., Lamoureux, Alberta Golden Jubilee, Jubilee Committee, 
Moo 04. pp. 


Fowke, Vernon C,, Canadian Agricultural Policy, The Historical Pattern, 
University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1946, 304 pp. 


Gehring, A., St, Matthews Evangelical Lutheran Church, Anniversary of 


Completion of Church Plant, Fiftieth Anniversary of Christian Day 
School, La Survivance Ltd., Edmonton, 1961, 20 pp. 


~ 


ALLL alton Le gugaey ssauet (goi3atia22 Yo myers oda, 
SE-S8E qq SOUL .dwes30 .gobselugo' 


RLoB IE “Hq SERCH Puc Ee a) ' 


«£1 witeliug , 


SO°F owaddO  C-£.2 atdoeltiog 


-olo02 A= O20! oF ONB! nivoxt ottte 
-U60L ,ognozt0T amet 3 3nd -. 


isigsg? oP Aa Jr 
x yabeot © 


Sas ay. Li hss 
gq €& . ae er. 


Obes) urotasi ot aety kwommpd 09 abn s8 ,snpepltade’ qicib eA “tao Erol. 
,Jt@r ,ojnose? ,aellimonsM ,ITV ,Iov es 16 ei1eljno17 wei 


sea omtvort sltiex$ oly gi shitognp tt —— ated ord A tar 


Inomsltie® 3 ico avatioortl neibeas) .ineme: 6 sb {[at208 2 iT 
«Gq tc ail ny ay " Tv a fol 


WnoIa Jo sosesartl Led dou, 2 At <0 Lea inewoO > ans Z 
qq @ ee 


JA OV wyel goa) sd " stsadiAé 20 alqoot eat” , 
. | 2S-si¢ “9d “te! 


silinseM »pbsaad ny al Aneel anegornE LexzqbD oT ‘ 4 
9 SEs Sut 
Samer ae ic Sbyt8 o> she 393 a9% doesiol 2s 
qq 100 (o€8) (nobacd . bit. 108 2 ai re. ¢ ede pS i a 46 old 


2431 uid oslidut .vef ae sb) gyOUtA auawemed 


hs 


Hiei iel Laslrojail eg vo kiot ferns fas. 


= - ee Le 


POE 


Gerasimov, I,P,, "A Geographical Study of Agricultural Land Use," Geog, 
Journ., V. 124, 1958, pp. 452-63. 


Gerwin, Elizabeth B,, A Survey of the German Speaking Population of 
Alberta, 1938, Unpublished M.A. Thesis, University of Alberta, 1938, 


Eeoepp. 


Graeff, Arthur D, et al, The Pennsylvania Germans, Princeton U, Press, 
Ereneeton, N:J., 1942, 299 pp. 


Hansen, Marcus Lee, The Mingling of the Canadian and American Peoples, 
Yale University Press, New Haven, 1941, 274 pp. 


Hedges, James B., Building the Canadian West - the Land and Colonization 


Policies of the Canadian Pacific Railway, Macmillan, New York, 1939, 
oe DD. 


» The Federal Railway Land Subsidy Policy of Canada, Harvard U. 
Press, Cambridge, 1934, 151 pp. 


Holt, Andrew, "Characteristics of the Early Swedish Settlers in Minnesota," 


Historical Society of America's Yearbook 1921-1922, pp. 7-23. 


Hubbard, R.H,, The Development of Canadian Art, National Gallery of Canada, 
Ottawa, 1963, 


Hurd, W.B., Racial Origins and Nativity of the Canadian People, Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, Census Monograph No. 4, Ottawa, 1937, pp. 537- 


828, 


Johnson, Hildegard Binder, "Factors Influencing the Distribution of the 
German Pioneer Community in Minnesota," Agricultural History XIX, 
wae! U945,° pp.” 29-57. 


Jones, A,R, and L. Bauer, 1963 Alberta Farm Business Report for Central 
Alberta, Alberta Dept. of Agriculture, 28 pp. 


Kendrew, W.G, and B.W, Currie, The Climate of Central Canada; Manitoba, 
Alberta and the Districts of Mackenzie and Keewatin, Queen's Printer, 
Ottawa, 1955, 194 pp. 


Kniffen, Fred B., "Louisiana House Types," A,A,A,G,, Vol. XXVI, Dec. 1936, 
Now eo" PO. Lido J. 


Kollmorgen, Walter M., “Immigrant Settlements in Southern Agriculture: 
A Commentary of the Significance of Cultural Islands in Agricultural 


Hrecory, Aericultural History XIX Apri-1945, pp. 69-78. 


, "A Reconnaissance of Some Cultural Agricultural Islands in 
che "South," Edom, ‘Geogr,’ Vol, “EP 194 fy pp. 409-30. 


ec 
r - 
* .% 


0 Beevrsel . 


" 


SioesieiM ok are{330@ dethew — ont - bg apt agh 
sES=% .aq BSCE ESCs #ood1me 5 RS 


~the /4q TERT .8was30 a ol dqezgoroM Pace 


x 9 eg ay 
a4 Py RolsudiszaXt ads gcionsullal wieajonT": ,zebnid bregebl 


ua tetps ive lsps ".esoeennit at yt teunmmd a re 130 
VERE oe (ATE . 


ip23980 jo} Iroqed ¢ 


S103 tou a ibbened Sera ged 91 Sm. 
tne eno of JeveaX ine adun 


toxudfivoiaga bismiyoniins 
fstutlvoitgéh ok ebaslak phy oe 
BT 28 «99 120CL eid 


at ebn6lel Letag “sear et 


102 


Laycock, A,H,, Water Deficiency Patterns in the Prairie Provinces, Report 
#8, Prairie Provinces Water Board, Regina, 1964, 34 pp. 


Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, Homesteading for God, 1946, 70 pp. 
MacDonald, J.H,., Souvenir de la Benediction Solennelle de la Nouvelle 
Sacristie, 1959 


MacGregor, James G,, Northwest of 16, McClelland & Stewart, Toronto, 
L958, 224 pp. 


MacIntosh, W,A,, Prairie Settlement - The Geographical Setting, Canadian 
Frontiers of Settlement, Vol, I, Macmillan, Toronto, 1934, 242 pp. 


McGuire, Lilia, Old World Foods for New World Families, Merrill Palmer 
senOuL, Detroit, LISLA73' pp 


McInnes, Graham, A Short History of Canadian Art, Macmillan, Toronto, 
ma, L25" py. 


Morin, J.B., En Avant La Colonisation La Vallée de la Saskatchewan dans 
Les Territories Du Nord-Ouest, Joliette Imprimerie du Bon Combat, 
Edmonton, 1893, 35 pp. 


Morton, Arthur S, and Chester Martin, History of Prairie Settlement and 
"Dominion Lands" Policy, Canadian Frontiers of Settlement, Vol. VII, 


Macmillan, Toronto, 1938, 571 pp. 


Moss, E.H., "The Vegetation of Alberta,'' The Botanical Review, Vol. 21, 
No. 9, Nov. 1955, pp. 493-567. 


Mukerji, A,B., ''Field Pattern in a Telengana Village,'' The Indian Geogr. 
Journ,, Indian Geogr. Soc., Chepauk, Madras, Vol, XXXVII, No, 4, 
1962, pp. 143-54. 


Murchie.’ R.W.3° Wij! Allen, J.F. Booth, Agricultural Progress on the 
Prairie Frontier, Canadian Frontiers of Settlement, Vol. V, Mac- 


millan, Toronto, 1936, 344 pp. 


Murray, W., "Continental Europeans in Western Canada," Queens Quarterly, 
Vol, XXXVIII, Publishing Committee of Queens Quarterly, Queen's 
tmiversicy: Kingston,” 19315 *pp.:* 63-75; 


Ontario, Department of Planning and Development, Upper Holland Valley 
Conservation Report - 1953, Toronto, 1953),.-266' pp. 


Ouellette, J.,A., L'Alberta Nord - Région de Colonisation, 


Courrier de l'ouest, Edmonton, 1908, 25 pp. 


Typo Le 


Peel, Bruce B., A Bibliography of the Prairie Provinces to 1953, Pub- 


lished in Cooperation with The Saskatchewan Golden Jubilee -Committee 
and The University of Saskatchewan, U. of Toronto Press, 1956, 
680 pp. 


soll Bh SLLEGETA S02 1h Bert EF ‘a Korg io ti of ae 
een dou sadighl deus sare Meer 


49 ON G00 a sutbanamp se i 


,olnMz02 ,jtewes2 & boelielOa4 erthragitn aad’: 4 
«Gq PS 


jmtibons) pg 19¢ Lb Li¢ 
94 S28 weer (03 O50 


a 


ton{ed ff rttaM 


adr 


he ate a 


3 
bh 
ae ae Cee = © 


= 

3 

7 

no 

3 

res 

za 

~~ 

» 
rm 13 r 
7 ae 

; y ; 

¢ 


bee inoue fstee eitifor$ io VeUEs.F ,~ohateM 193 
rv oY ,dnemofaga® io ateiswovE oekbansd pwodte 


ID .foV we ived feo imzuF sft “ sired LA to nt m | 
-Vde~£08 i 


A rats nN 
~” .On ~t0¥ .aszbhelt aueged) 2.202 .4g090. 4 wy ul mot i S 
Siete ad 
wo? 
<A cok 7 Jee O10) 28 dsoott . 4 ee os bots . 
“96k 0 SOV ine iise 1p 1 cages’ ea tbaas 5 —— 
aq S8€ 5 


ST 


22090 a aes ae " opelli¥ soegneleT 6 ak wre3309 & 


ulate: 18.0, atte us ",6bo0b2 oteieew 
s'is9u) .¥lzsieup Busou) Yo 
27-88 on ¢4 


yeti’ bos tion aoa suandslende bie an 
-qq OOS .C8RL ,osnoseT CCct = 
ad ogy ra Seen 


5 oF Js a> ..£ « 
«ag £8 


-dud ea L if 
299 3 Enmoed Sek ‘faut 


aft UE it: + Tt 4 1% en 
OO caren ay Pea: pee 

Pik a a 
Bees eee a . ’ ve a 


103 


Pitt, E,L,, The Hutterian Brethern in Alberta, Unpublished M.A, Thesis, 
University of Alberta, 1949, 156 pp. 


Pollard, W.C,, Pioneering in the Prairie West, Thomas Nelson & Sons 
Ltd.., Toronto, 1926, 92 pp. 


Raedeke, G.H., '"Fiftieth Anniversary of St, Matthews Evangelical 
Lutheran Church," La Survivance Ltd., Edmonton, 1944, 32 pp. 


Ramsey, Bruce, A History of the German-Canadians in British Columbia, 
National Publishers Ltd., Winnipeg, 1958, 69 pp. 


Schwermann, Albert H,, "The Life and Times of Emil E, Eberhardt, Pio- 
neer Missionary of Alberta and British Columbia,"20 April 1870 


to 28 March 1957," Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, 
Vol, XXXIV, No, 4, Jan, 1962, pp. 97-128. 


Stout, C,H, (ed,) Frontier Days in Leduc and District 1891-1956, Rep- 
resentative Publishing Co., Leduc, 1956, 184 pp. 


Traquair, Ramsay, The Old Architecture of Quebec, Macmillan, Toronto, 
1947, 324 pp. 


Trewartha, Glenn T,, “French Settlement in the Driftless Hill Land," 
A,A.A,G,, Vol. XXVIII, 1938, pp. 179-200. 
,» "Types of Rural Settlement in Colonial America," Geogr, 
Rev., Vol. 36, 1946, pp. 568-96, 


Vallee, Frank G,, Mildred Schwartz and Frank Darknell, "Ethnic Assimi- 
lation. and, Differentiationsin Canada,".Can;..Jeurns,of Econowiewand 
Political Science, Vol. XXIII, Feb-Nov. 1957, pp. 540-9. 


Warkentin, John, "Mennonite Agricultural Settlements of Southern 
Manitoba," Geogr, Rev., Vol. 49, 1959, pp. 342-68, 


,» The Western Interior of Canada, A Record of Geographical 
Discovery, 1612-1917, Carleton Library No, 15, McClelland & Stewart 


Lid. 4. lOTQnto,.» 304.,0P; 


Whiteley, A,S,, "The Peopling of the Prairie Provinces," Am, Journ, of 
pocnology, Vol, 38, No, 2, Sept. 1932, 241 pp. 


Wyatt, F.A., J.D. Newton and T,H, Mather, Soil Survey of St,Ann Sheet, 
Bulletin No, 20, University of.Alberta,~-Edmonton, -1930; 66 pp. 


Young, C.H., The Ukrainian Canadians, Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd, Toronto, 
Log. 32h0Pps 


-ataonl ,A.M bedaliduqm naa: 


sno& 2 noelo asuod? seen 


~ —— 


isotiegneva ewssjieM .32 to vreateviodA 90333 Pa" 

.qq S€ .AdOL ,cosnombs oabad eons vivaus, a" neat ‘ 
so au bf Saco 

y 4 5. BiG) 0 : > AS A .souz8 e 

| “ag, @8 ee aoadona ‘wba exons ait rota 

-OL% .tbysdvoda Mf Ike do aemkl ba’ ott od?” As mca ome’ ; : 


OVS on Simei i bas 


‘ bot IL5H aeolsi kwh ofa ot doomelrae® ote eT anol) ede 
—— OOS-OSE qq BERL TRIVEX, JOY BAghad 

zmoe0 " satremA Isinolod nt Joamelj352 Fnal "s 
98-802 “49 O0UL. , at to 


f Lt 
-intesA simak” , Llondtred ainast bas sarewdos BowbLne whit sells 
bie 2 bpopus 25 ,oauob. "abean? sé ox tow ans 913 Kbos, nottel. ..», { 
| roio@ Lup katt . 


« “Pte -49 sce von~ dal ed SIR me te 
obs 
wxolsuee Yo atromeli36@ IetutivolsgA oi tnonaeM™ ne 


¢ 


Jani dgormesd So. bros 8D) ined to x0 otros: Jf Bi ae — a 
jxevest 4 bopifeldoM .2t i visto bl god ba: ITEC 258. 


pet : 


to weno " se9onkvotd sinkstd 9 see 
a4 fas ion 


APPENDIX A 


DISCUSSION OF THE TERM LANDSCAPE 


The term landscape has caused considerable confusion in geographical 
literature because historically it has been assigned a variety of meanings. 
The meanings attributed to it may basically be divided into two cate- 
gories: one in which it is considered as a distinct areal unit and one 
in which it is considered to be the appearance of the land. The first 
interpretation of the word has been common in Germany and France where 
the areal units studied have been termed "landschaft" and "paysage," 

It is the conclusion of Hartshorne, however, that the second interpretation 
is the most practical and the one in common usage coda Thus, land- 
scape may be defined as the observable features of an arbitrary portion 
ef.the,earth's surface, As Carol points Seas such a definition is 

both too broad and too restrictive. It is too broad if it attempts to 
study all observable features, for not observable features of the land- 
scape are important to every study. Only those features which are per- 
tinent to the frame of reference should be emphasized, At the same time, 
the definition is restrictive if it is interpreted so literally as to 
consider only directly observable features without taking into account 
invisible but significant data and the time element, For example, an 


oil pump might be the only directly observable feature relating to the 


rer esharne, Richard, "Landschaft and Landscape," The Nature of 
Geography, Association of American Geographers, Lancaster, 1939, pp. 
149-174, 


tare Hans, "The Concept of Landscape in Human Geography," ae 
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oil industry, but a study would hardly be complete if mention was only 
made of the pump while ignoring the deposits under it and the resulting 
industry, Furthermore, it might be helpful to know how long the pumps 
have been present and whether or not they are becoming more numerous, 
It is the latter interpretation of the term landscape that has 
been used in this study: that landscape is the observable appearance 
of an arbitrary portion of the earth's surface; but that the study of 
it should be related to a particular frame of reference and should not 
be bound to one moment in time and to the directly observable features. 
The arbitrary portion of the landscape observed in this study includes 
the Beaumont and Stony Plain settlements as outlined on Maps II, VIII, 
and X, The frame of reference used is the relationship between the 
rural landscape and the impact of ethnic group settlements on it. 
Although the study deals mainly with the present, the appearance of 
the landscape before settlement and during the early stages of settle- 
ment was considered. Consideration of invisible features has been 
made throughout the study in order to obtain a clearer understanding 


of the visible features, 
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APPENDIX B 
QUESTIONNATRE 


Name 


What is the ethnic origin of your family (father's side)? 
Did your ancestors come to this area directly from overseas? 
If not, state their last place of residence before coming 

to this area 

About what date did your ancestors arrive here? 

Did your ancestors settle on the land you now occupy? 

If not, did they settle in the nearby locality? 

How many years have you lived on this land? 

Was all of your farm obtained at rhe same time? 

If not, can you state the dates of purchase of additions to 
your farm? 

Do you speak fluently any of the following languages: 
Evetish, Gérman -.. French ...-_, Ukrainian» ... Polist..3.8 
Russian ._—«~ Other, please state 


If you speak one of the above languages, other than English, do 


you use it in your home: a) always b) sometimes c) never 


What is your church affiliation, if any? 

Do you belong to, or participate in, a community center? 
If so, where is the center located? 

How many families live on your farm? 

How many adults (persons over 18) in each family? 


How many children in each family? 


II, Check items from which income is received by your farm family: 


ry 


2 
3 
4, 
ZI 


Sale of grain 6. Mineral rights 

Sale of livestock 7. Urban employment 

Sale of livestock products 8, Highway construction 
emp Lloyment 


Sale of posts, firewood etc. 


Oil surface rights 


9, Other off farm employment 
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III. A, Barn types 


1. Please sis the shape of oe ich your barn has < 
ee iia 


a: at Le eae acess 


Ate 


' es 
Ses 
(Please sketch) 


eee 


| 4 
== 


Please mark in location of barn doors on floor plans. 


3, Which type of roofing material does your barn have? Wood 


Shingle __—s- Aluminum __ Tile __‘Tar ___ ‘Other, please 
specify 
4, What is the composition of the barn walls? Wood ___ Stone 
Brick __ Other, please specify 
5. What is the composition of the barn floors? Wood _ Stone-___ 
Barth Other, please specify 


6. Is the barn used for sheltering any of the following animals? 
Li s0,) please check. Beef-cattle —“Datixry-cattle —s 
Horses ____ Sheep ____ Other, please specify 

7. Is the barn used for hay storage? 

8, Is hay stored on the main~floor or in the loft? Please»check;, 
Main floor Loft 

B. House Types 
1. Please sketch the shape of the roof of your house as seen from 


the front, 
2. Please outline the shape of the ground floor of your house, 
3. Which type of roofing material does your house have? Wood 


Shingle Aluminum file Tar Other, please 


specify 


‘A aed oagd toy rs, "yoo to equrla sd3 dase « ; 


xorizl 
(isdoole saeel) 


3, ae 7 7 a ~ 
«enutg x00! no 82005 arsd lo notsso0! = 8m aeane® p ’ 
_ 


_ bocW Saved avad TUOY abob Indteteor gntocr ‘to ont) toh. i 
sessiq ~regO  ysT  otit moet tA aigntae fs a 
| sae viiseqe 
_. 9028 _  booW Sailew med ofd 2o nokstgogmpa sif3 at.aedW . 


_.. Vtinega sasslq .sorl0 _ — ions x ar om: : 
_ wide ___ bepW Lexeol? arsd ag Yo aoltigagmos ony Bt sna ay. 
Yiloeqa sesolgq Pate eee Po rrr -. 
Selemins gotwollol oi 20 yns gnitedisde 102 beau mand od ods ot ‘ah me. 
_.. S!3389 Yxind _—. sisips Yost .daloado ve ? 08 
ME et Pe eeu sagelq .serI0 a an : 
fogatota ved zo beau pre a al ray 
(99ilo seself {93ef eda mk xe szoolt alam ond a0 betode ented! B- 
_.. stot _ ‘oad Ky 

neil aoqui 
mol ese es sano tney to hoor = Yo ‘he of dojeta 


of (wee ¢3)]'~ ss 
= 


_ ae Med 
seuod Tuoy ko yoolt havurg ua be oqarla vs i 


. “arte oom 


_.... DOOW Sovsd saved TwoY, anob Induodam gniioos 3c 


sessiq: ona... wih ony rm tw EA 


? 


te 


Seinen 


oor 


a 


108 


4, What is the composition of the house walls? 
Wood ___ Stucco __—sv Brick ___ Siding ____ Other, please 
specify 
5. What color is your house? 
6. What color is your roof? 
C, Other Buildings 


Please indicate the number of other buildings present on your farm. 


1. Granaries 5. Poultry Houses 
ZeeMachine sheds* e's _ 6E*Sheep"Penys* Se* 

3. \Pigsties 7s S?los 

4, ePOtato cellars 8, Other, please specify 


IV.A. What acreage of your farm is used for the following and what per 


cent is sold and what per cent is used on the farm? 


Acreage Per cent sold % Used on Farm 
1. Field Barley 
2. Malting Barley 
3. Oats 
4. Wheat 
5. Potatoes 
6, Alfalfa 
7, Clover 
8, Tame Hay 
9, Wild Hay 
10, Fallow 
1l. Pasture 


12. Woodland 


B, What total number and breed of the following animals are normally 
stocked? 
Number Breed 
1. Beef Cattle 
2. Dairy Cattle 


3. Horses 
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Sheep 
Swine 
Ducks 
Geese 
Hens 
Turkeys 


Other 
(please specify) 


C. Please check the items normally grown in your garden 


iE 


SO” G0 IP ON UT ge Oh 
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is; 


Beans poets, 16, Parsnips tet ate 
Beets Mae. if. reas eens 
Broccoli oe 18, Peppers eee as 
Brussels Sprouts 19. Poppies _ ens 
Cabbage ile Rae. 20, Potatoes J taeey 
Carrots eee ZL. Pumpkins +2 eee 
Cauliflower Ps 22, Radishes a 
Corn t. Z23e@ Raspberrics en Le 
Crab apple trees ____ 24, Rhubarb =e 
Kale = 25. Spinach Saal 
Kohlrabi a 26, Squash es 
Leeks Suter 27. Sunflowers » Bess 
Lettuce beet +: 28, Swiss Chard _ aes 
Marrow me 29, Tomatoes ae Se 
Onions 30. Turnips 


If you have any suggestions concerning what you feel are dis- 
tinctive farming practices or distinctive features of farmsteads 
in your community, please note them on the back of the page, 


I may wish to quote specific examples in my thesis. If there is 
any of the above material you wish to remain confidential please 
indicate by placing an X beside such information, 
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CRITIQUE OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


On the whole, it is felt that the questionnaire served its purpose 
well. However, certain features should be noted. Each section shall 
be discussed in turn, 

PART I 

The material gained from Part I was found to serve as a useful 
background for the study as well as providing up to date information on 
language, religion, and family size. The main difficulty in this section 
arises from the terminology used. The meaning of the phrases ‘ethnic 
origin' and 'church affiliation' were in many cases not clear to the 
interviewee, Yet despite the fact that this lack of understanding was 
apparent when interviewing, none of those persons who answered the 
questionnaire by mail misinterpreted the terms, 

PART II 
Part II provided the information desired and presented no difficulties. 
PART Iil 

Designed to provide information on architecture and numbers of 
buildings, Part III was successful in sections A and C, The drawing 
of house types in section B proved of little use as the sketches varied 
greatly in detail and were frequently inaccurate. This, however, was 
overcome by the use of photography, In addition, the use of the word 
'shingle' was unsatisfactory as shingles may be composed of numerous 
substances, some of which were given as alternate choices, 

PART IV 


This section presented no major difticulties, “However, itis felt 
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the addition of cucumbers to the list of vegetables would have been 
useful, as it has been suggested that they are associated with Germanic 
peoples, 
PART V 

Section A of this part was a disappointment as suggestions were 
rarely made and when offered were of little value. An attempt was 
made to overcome this by specific questioning on various items, Part 
B was inserted only to encourage the cooperation of the respondents; 


however, none put it to use, 
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APPENDIX C 


GEOMORPHOLOGY OF THE EDMONTON DISTRICT 


As was discussed in Chapter II, the inherently low relief in 
Central Alberta owes its presence to glacial and postglacial processes. 
However, according to Bayrock and Bienes, the relief of the area 
before glaciation was also low as in general the pre-glacial topography 
was similar to that of today. In their discussion of the surficial 
geology of the Edmonton Deseviet, they point out that although there 
was no multiple glaciation, during the Wisconsin period the entire 
district was covered by a continental glacier originating in the central 
region of Keewatin, In this district the ice sheet probably maintained 
a maximum thickness of one mile and left a drift cover varying from 10 
to 80 feet in thickness, The retreat of the glacier was largely due 
to stagnation. The disappearance of the ice seems to be simultaneous 
over the district with the exception of ice blocks left in the hummocky 
dead-ice moraine, After most of the land was free of ice, glacial 
meltwaters were impounded, forming Lake Edmonton, When the lake 
reached its maximum size, an outlet began to function, It is assumed 
that only one major outlet was present - the Gwynne Outlet. Following 


the drainage of Lake Edmonton, the North Saskatchewan River had no 


vipers L.A. and Hughes, G.M., The Surficial Geology of the 
Edmonton District, Alberta, Research Council of Alberta, Edmonton, Al- 
berta, 1962, pp. 40. All of the material in this appendix was based on 


the work of Bayrock and Hughes, 


2 the Edmonton District is located in central Alberta between 
longitudes 113°00' and 114°00' W, and latitudes 53°15" 2nd 53 45°RN, 
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established valley. Thus it flowed in numerous shallow channels over 
the area to the west of Edmonton. Soon one of the channels enlarged 
to become the present river. During the Altithermal period, the 
climate was much warmer and drier than it presently is. It was at 
this time that sand dunes were formed in part of the district, Recent 
terrain changes have been minor consisting of some slope wash and in- 
filling of depressions, Colluvium may be found on the steepest slopes. 
As a result of the above processes, the Edmonton District may be divided 
into several physiographic units (see Map XIV). 

1. North Saskatchewan and Sturgeon River Valleys 

2. Lacustrine Deposits and Associated Deltaic Deposits 

3. Gwynne Outlet 

4, Hummocky Dead-ice Moraine 

5. Early North Saskatchewan River Area 

6. Dunes 

7. Ground Moraine 

The formation of Lake Edmonton is believed to have resulted from 
the fact that the ice retreated, in general, to the northeast and that 
the natural drainage is also to the northeast, Thus meltwaters were 
trapped in front of the retreating ice. As is to be expected, deposits 
from the lake resulted in the lowest relief in the district. Relief 
may be slightly greater near the lake borders where deposits were thin 
and pre-lake relief may be somewhat apparent. 


An area of pitted deltaic deposits lies to the west of the city 
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of Edmonton, The deposits are the result of a composite of deltas of 
many streams which flowed on the surface of the glacier and terminated 
in the glacial lake, The term pitted results from the fact that pits 
were formed due to the melting of large ice blocks trapped under and 
in the sediments, 

The Gvynne outlet is not as well developed in this district as it 
is further south, In this district, the main channel is occupied by 
Blackmud Creek in the north and Saunders Lake in the south with the 
depth of the channel increasing to 125-150 feet in the south. However, 
most of the outlet area outlined on the map is not characterized by 
deep channels, but rather by poorly defined shallow channels which 
eroded into thin lacustrine deposits. Such an area may be termed scab- 
land, 

Hummocky dead-ice moraine is found in two places within the dis- 
trict--a large area in the southeast and a smaller one in the northwest, 
Deposits in these areas resulted from the deposition of till by stagnant 
ice, As these moraines are characterized by such features as knobs, 
kettles, prairie mounds, till ridges and moraine plateaus, the terrain 
here is rougher than in most areas of the Edmonton District, Although 
knobs and kettles are the most common features of the hummocky dead-ice 
moraine, the edge of it, located within the Beaumont study area, is 
characterized by prairie mounds (the doughnut-shaped deposits which 
appear in the upper right-hand portion of photo iii, page 31). 

Ground moraine deposits are located within the northeastern portion 
of the district. The moraine, composed of till, forms an undulating 


terrain with relief averaging 20 feet. 
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The Early North Saskatchewan River area, formed after the drainage 
of Lake Edmonton when the river flowed over a large area as braided 
stream, is characterized by thin deposits of alluvium and small 
channels, As most of the channels are poorly defined and the area 
was once covered by Lake Edmonton relief is generally low. Presently, 
many of the channels contain bogs and marshes and appear as organic 
soils on Map. VII. 

The dunes area resulted from the redistribution of sands from Lake 
Edmonton and the Early North Saskatchewan River areas, As the height of 
the dunes may be as much as 40 feet, relief here is higher than in many 
parts of the district. Both longitudinal and parabolic dunes are found 
within the area, 

Thus variation in relief and type of deposits is present within 
the district. However, despite variation in deposits, terrain diff- 
erences between the two study areas are not too great, As seen on 
Map XIV, the Stony Plain study area lies almost entirely within the 
Early North Saskatchewan River area, It should be pointed out that 
both the Stony Plain study area and the Early North Saskatchewan River 
area extend to the west of the Edmonton District, The Beaumont study 
area, on the other hand, lies within three physiographic units - the 
Gwynne Outlet, Lake Edmonton, and the Hummocky Dead-ice Moraine, As 
the portion of the Gwynne Outlet included in the Beaumont area does 
not include the main channel, relief in both study areas is low except 
for the small portion of hummocky moraine in the east-central Beaumont 
area, However, as only the edge of the hummocky moraine lies in the 


Beaumont area, relief is much less than usually associated with the 


hummocky terrain, 
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APPENDIX D 


WATER SURPLUS AND DEFICIENCY PATTERNS - EDMONTON 


ee Precipi- Potential Evapo- Surplus 4" De ficiency 

tation transpiration Storage 4" Storage 
T9211 ioe A peg 0.4 oJ 
1922 13.5 22,0 0.0 Sez 
Vg23 i ae Eon? 0.0 7.4 
1924 Lo, aus 0.0 4.3 
Las Pte. ges a Zia7 220 6,0 
1926 18,6 a) le. 0.0 Died 
1927 17.8 18,3 ap 8 aoe 
1928 i>. 1 20.52 0.9 352 
1y2) | es as a 0.3 8.4 
1930 12.4 250 0.0 8.0 
POS] Zo 3 Zi, 6 0.0 i 3 
L332 Boa 21. o 0, 7 a 
T9335 21.9 21.0 in 2 oa 
1934 19.4 Pa gs 3.4 eee 
1935 23,6 48 a 3.6 ak: 
1936 Eo. f 21.9 4,0 6.1 
dine is hs ae pone 0.0 éyn0 
1938 L938 ZL 0.7 Zed 
1939 ra 21.4 Be. 6.4 
1940 va a | yA I | 5.9 692 
1941 bes a Zo. 0.0 3.0 
1942 ate IP Zs Luge Oe 2 
1943 19.4 Zi 369 iS 
1944 1223 ap Aas U0 300 
1945 14.5 te Pe 0.7 6.6 
1946 18,8 21,0 ee sg) 
1947 Led Zieg nD 358 
1948 ie ae) Z1. 0 4,8 825 
1949 £309 Die ae 0.0 is Pig 
E950 L259 202. 0.0 7.4 

eee he 
Av. 17.6 21.4 1 Sel 


Source: A,H, Laycock, "The Evaluation of Lakes in the Edmonton 
Area for Recreational Purposes", Table I. 
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Definitions of Terms Used in the Tans 


Potential evapotranspiration is the amount of water needed for 
evaporation and transpiration if optimum growth is to occur, 

The water surplus is the amount by which the supply of water exceeds 
that needed for evaporation and transpiration and that which can be 
stored in the soil. In this case a four inch storage capacity is 
assumed, 

The water deficient is the amount by which the supply of water 
available for evaporation and transpiration is exceeded by plant needs, 
Normally both conditions of surplus and deficiency may occur 
within a one year period, During a wet or cold season the water needed 
for potential evapotranspiration may be less than the precipitation and 
thus a period of surplus exists, In a hot or dry season the water need 


may exceed available precipitation creating a condition of deficiency, 


Ptncormat ten taken from A,H, Laycock, Water Deficiency Patterns 
in the Prairie Provinces, Prairie Provinces Water Board Report #8, 


Regina, 1964, 
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BEAUMONT-RELIEF & DRAINAGE 
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SOILS OF BEAUMONT 
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Source: Soil Survey of The Edmonton Sheet 83H Province of Alberta 
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Source Soil Survey of The Edmonton Sheet 83H Province of Alberto 
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BEAUMONT- CHICKEN DISTRIBUTION 
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